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The WLU Young Liberals brought current Liberal MP Martha Hall Findlay to Laurier this past Sunday.
LINDA GIVETASH
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR

"I did not even belong to a political
party until five years ago," said Martha Hall Findlay, Liberal MP for Willowdale, following her visit to Wilfrid Laurier University on Sunday
afternoon.
Invited by the WLU Young Liberals, Findlay discussed with students
their engagement in politics and
current struggles with partisanship.
In an interview with The Cord,
Findlay explained, "I found that all

of the different parties had policies I
time-to-time agreed with:'
However, Findlay eventually
found her home in the Liberal Party,
appreciating their approach to economics and social policies.
"It's not just looking at the numbers ... it's what you do [with] those
and your abilities to enhance socially progressive policies and help
those who need it;' said Findlay.
Recognizing those party values
that she shares with the Young Liberals, Findlay proudly carried a Laurier mug given to her by the campus
club to the televised meeting of the

government services committee on
Monday.
Regardless of political affiliation,
Findlay is a strong promoter of political engagement among all Canadians, particularly women.
"It's not that [women] do things
differently necessarily, or we're necessarily better at it, but we're 52
per cent of the population and we
should be at the table when policies
are determined;' said Findlay.
As important as it is for young
women to be involved in politics,
National. page 7

Building a green economy
LINDA GIVETASH
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR
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On Saturday, the Green Party of
Canada hosted a discussion on the
green economy to engage the Kitchener-Waterloo community in the
party's policies and beliefs.
Local candidate Cathy MacLellan was one of the members leading a discussion on how a successful
economy can be driven out of environment-friendly practices.
"The cost of action is far, far less
than the cost ofinaction;' read one
of MacLellan's slides.
Looking at the improvements
human societies have made

throughout history, MacLellan
looked ahead to what she anticipates as the world's fourth revolution, in which society becomes more
resilient while thriving in efficient
practices.
"We've got to be making [green
technology] if we want to know how
to improve [it]:' said MacLellan, as
she believes that Canada needs to
take more initiative in producing
green technology to be competitive
on both the local and international
scale.
European countries such as Germany have already proven that investing in energy efficiency has high
returns, through creating jobs and
new businesses.

''

How do you put a price

on 0.5 degrees celsius?"

-Local candidate Cathy MacLellan

National, page 7

With budget cuts looming across all
areas of the university, the situation
in the faculty of science is no better than anywhere else, with classes
disappearing, class sizes increasing
and students left uncertain of what
to expect.
"Most of our cuts will involve reducing the number of courses that
we offer and reducing the number
oflabs we offer in specific courses;· said Peter Tiidus, acting dean
of science. "As you know, everyone
has budget cuts that they're dealing
with:'
25 course offerings have been approved for removal by Laurier's Senate Academic Planning Committee
in the biology department alone for
September 2010.
A more recent proposal to the
senate that would delete another
four biology courses notes that "[the
proposed changes] are designed to
allow us to use our resources more
effectively by reducing the total
number of courses we offer:'
Even this year, students had issues finding courses, a situation
that is unlikely to improve in the
fall. "There's just no selection anymore, for the senior kids especially;'
pointed out fourth-year biology student Nicole Kteily. "We've gotten
screwed because the selections for
us have dwindled to nothing," she
said. "I have no options left:'
Along with the number of courses offered, "there will be a number
of cuts in laboratories;' according
to Tiidus. For example, in September's first-year biology course Bino,
weekly three-hour lab sessions are
being dropped in favour of a hiweekly, two-hour tutorial.
Student reaction to changes that
have already occurred and those
proposed was not positive. "They're
using a tutorial in place of the lab
- because that's hands on," said
Kteily of the experience offered by
tutorials.
She continued, mentioning the
lack of resources in existing lab sections. "In a lot of the labs they don't
have enough money to buy all the
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This Week in quotes

Vocal Cord

''

What's your favourite
Facebook addiction?

"So hot and drunk in here:'
-The Hawk. in the Cord office on St. Patrick's day

Everything is sunshine

"This is what happens when economics calls the shots:'
-English professor Markus Poetzsch about the possibility oflosingfourth-year seminars in
order to accommodate more students in the honours program

and rainbows ....There's
nothing wrong with

"If feminism was already dead there wouldn't be so many people trying to
kill it."
-Author and blogger Jessica Valenti highlighting the importance ofcontinuing thefeminist
movement

admitting 'we have no
money. We have to cut:"
-Laurier graduate Josh Smyth, on the
unviersity's view on its.financial situation

"Every time Jim Flaherty gets up and talks about how well Canada is doing
because of our debt to GDP ratio, I want to say you're welcome:'
-Martha Hall Findlay. Liberal MP, on the economic legacy left by the Liberal governments
ofthe 1990s and early 2ooos

''

Sell first-years into
slavery:'

"It's so messed up now. Students are paying higher tuition and I don't think
they're receiving the best education that institutions can give them:'
-Chair ofthe English department James Weldon about the current state ofeducation

"Farmville .... lt's crazy
how people can get so
obsessed over it."
-Meagan Grims
Fourth-year English

"Would it really matter if the government sold it? No:'
-Laurier professor ofeconomics DavidJohnson regarding privatizing the LCBO
"You can't help but be happy for him. He's a really good kid and we're happy for

-Archaeology and classical studies
studentAnatolijs Venovcevs' alternative
solution to Laurier's.financial
problems in the arts department

Bag 0' Crime
Property Damage/Theft

Offensive Weapons

Location: Parking Lot #14
Reported: March 21@ 2:41a.m.
SCS and WRPS are investigating the
theft of a licence plate from a parked
WRPS cruiser. The vehicle had also
been covered in hay taken from
some nearby bales of hay. One of
the front headlight assemblies had
also been damaged. Regional detectives are investigating the incident
and will lay criminal charges of mischief and possession of stolen property once the culprit(s) have been
identified. Anyone with information
is encouraged to contact Waterloo
Regional Police, Crimestoppers or
Special Constable Services.

Date: March 18@ 9:00p.m.
Location: Residence
The drivers of two vehicles had a
heated verbal exchange regarding
a driving incident on County Road
#86. A black handgun was produced
and pointed at one of the drivers. No
shots were fired.

Assistance Call from Public
Location: Multi-Faith Room
Reported: March 16@ 1:30 p.m.
A complaint was received about an
unresponsive male laying on the
floor. The student had become tired,
found the door unlocked, entered
the room and fell asleep.

Intoxicated Person
Date: March 17@ 6:02p.m.
Location: Dining Hall
An extremely intoxicated male was
seen entering the dining hall.

MVC-PD
Date: March 18@ 8:13a.m.
Location: Mid Campus Drive
A minor collision occurred between a physical resources grounds
member driving a portable vacuum
sweeper and a 2009 Toyota Rav 4·

THE CORD

Call Requiring Police
Date: March 19@ 11:03 p.m.
Location: Mid Campus Drive
SCS officers assisted by WRPS
dealt with an unruly crowd of several hundred people milling around
on Mid Campus Drive. They were
eventually transported off-campus
in buses to a downtown bar celebrating a social event hosted by a local fraternity.

Call Requiring Police
Date: March 20@ 10:10 a.m.
Location: Residence
SCS assistance was requested to determine whether a rather large bone
that had been found was human
or animal. The bone was taken to
WRPS and with the assistance of the
Forensic Identification Branch and
the local coroner it was determined
that the bone was not human.

Ifyou have any information regarding these or any other incidents please
call519-88s-3333 or Crime Stoppers at
1-Boo-222-TIPS. The Bag 0' Crime is
submitted by WLU Special Constable
Service.
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him."

-Gary Jeffries onformer Hawk quarterbacklan Noble who will be playing for Western next
year

"C reeping the photo
albums of people that I
don't know."
-Allie Maxted
Fourth-year political
science

Cord wins
national
newspaper
awards

2010 WINNER
CCNA BETTER
NEWSPAPERS
COMPETITION

The Cord has recently won three
Canadian Community Newspaper
Awards in the campus newspaper
division. The Cord came in third
place overall for outstanding campus newspaper, corning behind the
Eyeopener (Ryerson University and
Western News (University of Western
Ontario).
Alanna Wallace received second
place for best campus news story
for the article "It feels like fraud",
which highlighed the small monetary donation made by Charity Ball
in 2009. "Football loss" (right) by
YusufKidwai came in third place in
the photography division.
Representatives from The Cord
will attend a gala in Toronto to recieve their awards on May 13.

"Kamikaze Race .... lt's addicting and I'm always
trying to beat my friends'
records."
-Ethan Kittel
First-yeqr economics

WLUSP HIRING UPDATE
Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications has hired Megan Cherniak
and Elli Garlin as the 2010-11 photography managers. Cord editors Rebecca
Vasluianu (In Depth) and Laura Sedgwick (Features) have also been hired.

CORRECI'ION
In the March 17 edition of"Wisdom Disconnect;' it was stated that St. Patrick's blue is on the Irish flag. Its not. The official Irish flag, the tricolour, is
green, white and orange. Green is Ireland's official colour, even though St.
Patrick's blue was used in the past. The Cord apologizes for this error.
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Preamble to The Cord
constitution

~~=ns~f=i:~thco':~~~~l:'; ~

Cord bel:iewt: in a balanced and impartial presmtation ofall ~t
facu in a news report, and of all substantial opinions in a matter of
contnnoersy.
'!'he ltaft'of The Cord shall uphold all commonly held ethical convmk
tionsofjownahsm. When an error of omission or of commission has
occ:umd, that ~r shall be admowledged promptly. When statemenu art made that ~critical of an individual, or an organization.
we shall give those affected the opportunity to reply at the udiest
time poNible. Ethical journalism requires impartiality, and conse·
quently conflicts of interest and the appearance of conflicts of interest
will be avoided by all staff.

11u~

Cord is created using Macinto~h computers running Mac OS X
10.5 using Adobe Creative Suite 4· Canon Rebel cameras are wed for
principal photography.

The only limiU o( any n~psper ~ those of the world around it,
and ROThe Cord will attempt to cover itB world with a special focus on
Wilfrid Laurier University, and thecommunityofKitchener-Waterloo,
and with a .-pedal ear to the concerns of the students of Wilfrid Laurier Unlvt111ity. Ultlm::ttely. The Cord will be bound by neitherphiloso·
phy nor geography in it.s mandate.

The Cord hu been a proud member of the
Ontario Press Council sinct 2006.
Any unsatisfied compbints can be sent
to th~ council at info@ontp~s.com.

1'he Cord hu an obligation to foBI:~r freedom of the press and freedom
ofsp«ch. Thi1 obligation ia best fulfilled when debate and disst!nt are
cncouratted. both in the internal workings of the paper, and through
The Cord's conbLct with the 1tudent body.

The Cord's circulation for a normal Wednesday issue is 8,000 copie1
and enjoys a ~adership of over 10,000. Cord subacription rates are
$20.00 per term for addresses within Canada.

The Cord will alway• anempt to do what i.s right. with fear of neither
rtpel't'USJiona, nor rttaliation. The purpose of the student p~s is to
act aa an •nt of social aw:illreness. and so shall conduct the affairs

Th~ Cord has been a proud membet

of the Canadian University Press (CUP)

of our new5p.aper.

llftCelQO.\.

Q.uott of the wtdc
"PftcU<iJo ltOirwtasltfor • 'n\MIM*p~

Campus Plus is~ Cord's national advmising agency.

- Lead Reporter Andrea Milltt about Photography~ Yusuf
Kidwai's conN~ion ~n 'choda' and 'chowder'.
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NEWS
News Editor Lauren Millet • lmillet@thecord.ca

Discovering the truth about water
LIANE SALO
STAFF WRITER

On Monday, the Wilfrid Laurier University sustainability office and the
Laurier Institute for Water Science
put on a World Water Day exhibit in
the Science Atrium.
World Water Day is an international initiative recognized by the
United Nations each year, although
this is the first time there has been
such a sizable display at Laurier.
"We use water every day. We
don't really think about where it
comes from, where it goes to or how
it came into our lives , or the quality
of it;' explained Laurier sustainability co-ordinator Sarah English.
"We want people to think twice
about water:'
Throughout the atrium, a number
of tables were set up to encourage
students to learn about the quality
of water both locally and internationally, as well as how to help improve and conserve water.
A large number of research posters were displayed demonstrating
current studies being conducted by
students from both Laurier and the
University ofWaterloo. Research
topics ranged from the influence
climate change has on lakes in the

Yukon to the toxicity in different fish
species to understanding water issues in Canada from a social science
perspective.
Along with research posters and
taste tests, World Water Day at Laurier also included local community
booths set up by the Region of Waterloo Water Services, the Grand
River Conservation Authority and
the Wellington Water Watchers.
The booth that seemed to receive
the most attention was one in which
students could blindly sample both
tap water and bottled water to see if
they could taste the difference.
While taking the test, students
were given information about the
two sources of water.
One notable difference between
the two sources is that while Canadian municipalities are required to
test drinking water multiple times a
day, bottled water plants are only inspected on average once every three
years.
Despite this, one in three Canadians consume bottled water as their
main source of water.
"A lot of people may not know the
impact that the bottled water industry can have;' said English. "Is buying bottled water really worth destroying the environment or taking
water away from poorer people?"

MYLES WILSON STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

To raise awarness on World Water Day, Laurier students paint a yellow fish on a storm drain as a
reminder to the community that what you put down the drain ultimately affects our drinking water.

Em bracing the f-word
Author and blogger Jessica Valenti speaks to The Cord about
the importance of women's studies and modern-day feminism
LAURA CARLSON
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The reason Jessica Valenti became
involved in the feminist movement
is quite simple.
"I was always a feminist," said
the 31-year-old author and founder
of the blog and online community
feministing.com.
"Like a lot of young women I had
feminist values and I believed in
feminist issues, but I was too afraid
to use the word because I wasn't
sure what it meant and I didn't want
people to make fun of me:'
It wasn't until Valenti took her
first women's and gender studies
course at college that she began to
identi(y as a feminist and fully understand the movement.
"I felt like the blinders had been
taken off. I felt like I was viewing the
world for what it actually was:'
After completing her bachelor
of arts in English, journalism and
women's studies, Valenti went on
to obtain a master's in women's and
genders studies from Rutgers.
Following this, her career took off
almost immediately, soon after she
finished graduate school, she started
feministing.com with two co-workers and her sister.
"It started because I wanted
to create a space specifically for
younger feminist voices, but for
feminist voices in general that don't
necessarily get heard:'
Feministing covers everything
from international news stories to
pop culture trends. Now, sixyears
after the site was first launched, it is
the most-read feminist publication.
"We really filled a gap," said
Valenti.
Feministing also does activist
work, and during a lecture she gave
at Laurier last Thursday entitled
"Purity, sexism, feminism and power", Valenti offered an example of

how the site brought attention to a
t-shirt made by David and Goliath,
which read "No means no, unless
maybe I'm drunk". After receiving a
lot of negative public attention, the
company pulled the t-shirt.
"Using new media in the feminist
movement is very important. Blogs
and online organizing have completely changed the face of the feminist movement as we know it in so
many ways:'
Valenti specifically highlighted
the accessibility of feminist ideas on
the Internet the widespread growth
of online networks, and how young
feminists are able to have a forum to
express their ideas.
"I certainly wouldn't have been
able to write books if it wasn't for
feministing and I think there's
something really amazing about
that, about being able to provide
this platform for femiriist voices that don't necessarily get that
elsewhere:'
As the site continues to grow, Valenti explained that she is doing less
writing for feministing and is instead focusing her efforts to writing
for more mainstream publications.
Recently she's had work published in the Washington Post, and
she's considering writing another
book, in addition to the three she
has already had published - Full
Frontal Feminism, He's a Stud, She's a
Slut and The Purity Myth.
''I'm going to try to write for more
mainstream outlets to get a feminist
voice for there," said Valenti.
As she continues to advocate for
the movement, Valenti noted that "it
is really important that we are identi(ying as feminists:'
Referring to common stigmas
that surround the word feminist,
Valenti highlighted that they have
been in existence since the beginning of the women's movement,
specifically when women were
fighting for the vote.

''

I felt like the blinders

had been taken off. I

felt like I was viewing
the world for what it
actually was:'
- Jessica Valenti, author and blogger
MYLES WILSON STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

LCAS donates profits from sales to colon cancer research.

"What's important to remember
about those kinds of stereotypes is
that they exist for a reason. They exist to try and keep young women
away from them and what better
way to keep young women away
from feminism then to tell them that
only man-haters do it:'
Valenti highlights that what it all
comes down to is a fundamental
fear in society about the work that
stems from the feminist movement.
"Traditional gender roles and the
gender hierarchy is really at the core
of our society ....When you challenge that at all, it makes people really nervous because it's challenging something that's so core to what
you've been brought up to believe:'
Valenti also argued that although
it's difficult to live in a society where
one no longer believes in stereotypes, it is a much more realistic
version of the world.
"Though it can be really difficult
to see life through a feminist lens because it's a much more depressing
lens - I would rather see the world
for what it is and be a little bit sadder about it than not see the world
as it really is:'

Laurier students help raise
cancer awareness
OLIVIA NIGHTINGALE
STAFF WRITE R

Monday, March 22 marked the second annual Laurier Cancer Awareness Day, held in the Concourse.
Hosted by the Laurier Cancer
Awareness Society {LCAS}, the
event was intended to raise awareness and money for Colon Cancer
Canada, which funds research to
cure a form of the disease that is
rarely discussed, but remains the
second -largest leading cause of
cancer-related death in Canada.
The campus event was the biggest
hosted by LCAS, which greatly increased its presence on campus this
year.
The club's president, Cory Bettel, is incredibly pleased with the
progress that LCAS has already seen
since it formed last year.
Originally comprised of 14 members, it has grown immensely, with
roughly 250 members at the present
time. Bette! explained, though, that
this number "grows everyday:'

It is understandable why so many
are eager to become a part of the
club. Cancer affects the lives of millions of Canadians each year. In
2009, the Canadian Cancer Society
estimated that approximately 470
Canadians would be diagnosed with
cancer each day.
Few people could say that they
don't know someone who has
been affected by some form of the
disease.
"People are instantly drawn to
LCAS because everyone wants to
share their stories;' said Bette!.
LCAS hopes to continue to raise
awareness about cancer as well as
encourage the Laurier community
to support cancer-related causes. In
the coming years, Bette! intends to
work with other Laurier clubs that
are affiliated with various charities
to further promote their initiatives.
With the tremendous progress
that LCAS has made in the span of
two years, Bette! is optimistic that
the club will continue to "bring people together and enlighten Laurier
about cancer:'
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Consequences of budget
woes could get worse
-Cover
materials so half the time it's like
'scratch that part of the experiment,
we don't have everything for that:"
The cuts come as Laurier establishes its undergraduate and graduate science programs. "We're making a name;• noted Lucy Lee, chair
of the biology department.
"We're trying to make Laurier
more recognized for the sciences."
Lee continued that as the faculty
faces cuts, "We've had to be creative
and I hope the experience for students remains:·
She emphasized the move to
more computer-based learning and
tutorials as opposed to lab offerings

as ways the cuts have been dealt
with at the classroom level.
When predicting what will happen as larger cuts are expected in
the future, she replied, "Let's hope
that it doesn't get any worse than it
is now."
The current round of cuts comes
with a university-wide budget cut
of1.5 per cent for 2010-11, while a
more substantial overall cut of six
per cent is scheduled to come the
following year.
"How the six per cent [cut] is going to be manifested we don't really
know yet;' said Tiidus. ·
"If it actually comes to that, it's
not going to be easy:·
YUSUF KIDWAI PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

Graduate Students' Association presidential candidates Adam Melnik and Christinia Landry.

Presidents at a glance
News Editor Lauren Millet speaks with 2010-11 GSA presidential
candidates about their qualifications, campaigns and goals

Adam Melnik - MBA
Why are you running? I have experience working in student government; studied engineering at the University ofWaterloo....I really enjoyed giving back to the students and contributing and making a difference to the
university experience.
MYLES WILSON STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Lab course components may be replaced by infrequent tutorials.

How will you represent grad students in a primarily undergrad environment?
With our new Grad Lounge we have a more central location and a better presence in the centre of campus. I think
by proliferating advertisement for the GSA and the Grad Lounge and implementing some of the 610 ideas. There's a
business consulting group working on new ideas for the GSA Lounge and how to generate profit and bring in more
profit and people. By implementing some of their suggestions, I hope to bring more people through the GSA Lounge
and spread the news of grad students and the services we have to offer.

What is a unique quality about yourself? I'm very personable, very outgoing and very approachable. I'm a very good communicator and I think that makes me an ideal candidate for presidency.

How do you plan to make the Grad Lounge profitable? The 610 business consulting group is
looking primarily for methods to go about increasing the profitability of the Grad Lounge. It currently doesn't even
break even. I've discussed a few things with the students, about bringing in high volume low-ticket items that lots of
students will want. In order to generate revenues we need a mass buying group. I look forward to working with the
incoming executives and the new opportunities that the GSA has.

Christinia Landry- PhD philosophy
Why are you running? I got involved with student government about a year ago and I'm really interested in
advocating for graduate students; it's what I love. I'm a PhD candidate, so I want to be an academic, this is something
that fills in that gap when I'm not doing philosophy- I get to spend time with really great, smart people who have
the same passion.

How will you represent grad students in a primarily undergrad environment?
Visibility is key. The GSA had made great strides this year in becoming visible to the community at large, especially
to administrators. It makes it a lot easier to advocate for students concerns and needs when we're visible.

What is a unique quality about yourself? Experience, I've been involved in the GSA now for a year.
I've had the pleasure of working with a fantastic executive, a wonderful president and great job shadowing and I
think that makes me the best candidate.

What is the purpose of the graduate student advising workshop you have proposed? This year I am involved as a research assistant ... on a study regarding graduate student issues with reMake your academic future more flexible with Athabasca University.
• At Athabasca University, our large selection of courses and programs
can be a big plus to your academic career.
So be sure to keep us in mind
like Sarah did. Sarah is attending university full·time in Calgary, Alberta.
But in order to maximize her schedule, she needed to take some courses
that weren't available during the times she wanted. The solution? Sarah
is taking some AU courses and will transfer the credits over towards
her degree. • AU offers over 700 courses and 90 undergraduate and
graduate degree, diploma and certificate programs to select from.
If you're 16 or older, and are eager to learn, you can study at AU.
• Academic choice. Another reason why AU stands out as a global leader
in distance learning excellence.

Stand Out

o www.athabascau.cajstandout
'D 1·8oo·]88·90IJ1

Athabasca Universitytl

spect to advising. Graduate student advising had been a problem in so far as there hasn't been much communication
between faculty and students with respect to expectations, how does one even write a thesis or dissertation?; how
does one get the mentoringyou need? This will make or break a student experience. What I want to do is work with
educational development to have department-specific graduate student advising. In order to help graduate students
with the challenges they face in writing a thesis or dissertation, publishing work, negotiation between TA responsibilities, research assistantship, finances, communication and just getting the information they need in order to be
successful. The drop-out rate is very high, and one of the major problems is this lack of communication between advisors and advisees. This is something that I have experienced personally and would like to see remedied.

A successful close to 5 Days
for the Homeless campaign
JACQUELINE HOVIUS
STAFF WRITER

On Friday at 5 p.m., the School of
Business and Economics Students'
Society's {SBESS} campaign "5 Days
for the Homeless" came to a close.
In total, almost $8,ooo was raised.
Emily O'Grady, public relations
manager for the campaign, stated
that the four participants who slept
outside for five days had a very
memorable experience.
"Overall, they said that it was an

experience that was going to stick
with them for the rest of their lives,
and that it really changed their view
on the homeless population in our
area particularly:•
According to 0' Grady, a representative from Argus Residence
for Young People, one of the charities benefitting from the campaign,
came to the closing ceremony to accept a cheque.
Kitchener-Waterloo Reaching Our Outdoor Friends was the
other local charity that received
donations.

Although they did not quite
reach their goal of $1o,ooo, they are
still accepting online donations at
www.sdays.ca/waterloo.
O'Grady praised the hardworking
team behind the campaign and their
role in its success.
"Everyone worked really hard and
I thought that the organizing committee worked really well together.
We were all very supportive of each
other, and the participants were so
enthusiastic and energetic the whole
time despite the rough conditions:'
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VP: Advocacy

Presidential candidates
Christinia Landry

While Laurier continues to expand our professjonal/graduate programs, it
is evident that there is much work to be done to enhance the student experience of our community. Admitting more graduate and professional students
equates to an increase in the already high demand for teaching opportunities, funding, office space, access to suitable advisors, quality professors,
and a host of other concerns. As President, I will:
• Advocate on behalf of GSA members
• Pursue new initiatives with the Laurier Sustainability Office such as a
complete sustainability audit of the GSA
• Collaborate with administration to create financial support for student
parents
• Communicate with high-level administration (eg. Dean of Students: David McMurray) to ensure that improving the professional/graduate student
experience is a priority
• Facilitate Departmental faculty-student forums to better address the
unique needs of each demographic
• Create a strategic plan for future professional/graduate students at
Brantford
• Host Departmental workshops regarding best practices in graduate student advising
• Offer relevant high -quality services for professional/graduate students
and investigate new services (eg. subsidizing photocoping for graduate/professional students, media and technology rentals, graduate specific textbook
buy-back)
After a year on the executive, I would be honoured to continue working to
improve the experience of graduate and professional students at Laurier

Board of governors

Adam Melnik

My budgeting will be conducted
with transparency, exactitude, and
clarity. As I review budgets, fees,
and funding programs, I will study
details and work with my colleagues
If elected to the position of President for the Graduate Students' Association to enhance the graduate experi(GSA), I will to represent the graduate student body by these pillars:
ence. I want graduate students to
1. Accountability: I will assume responsibility for the actions, decisions,
have the resources they.need to •
policies, and services rendered by the GSA and it's committees. I will serve
reach their fullest potential. I believe
the graduate student body with integrity, creativity, and transparency and
that there is terrific value in leveract in the best interest of the graduate student body at all times.
aging cash across our campus, our
faculties, and our initiatives. I will
2. Profitability: The GSA has struggled recently with consistently generating profits from the GSA Lounge, which could hamper further organic
work to create connections between
growth. It is my plan to consider the recommendations of the MBA studentfaculties imd between on-campus
consulting group currently analyzing new opportunities for the Lounge and
projects so as to develop stronger
implement solutions that will create real value for the GSA in the present
networks among Laurier's diverse
and future.
group of graduate students. Stron3· Sustainability: The GSA has recently been made r!sponsible for payger organizational networks will
ing for the utilities consumed within its space on campus. It is my goal to
allow funding to benefit a broader
work closely with Laurier's Chapter of Net Impact to analyze the potential
scope of parties and to create more
for developing a renewable energy source for the GSA. I will also encourage • impactful on-campus initiatives. My
executives to host environmentally friendly events and work towards implefocuses are aligned with the values
menting a zero-waste policy.
of the WLUGSA that prioritize both
a collective voice for graduate stu4· Continuity: By maintaining meticulous notes of my actions, meetings,
contacts, and projects I will produce an invaluable document for the incomdents and corporate transparency.
ing president and facilitate the induction of a 'n ew immediately functional
executive. I will also continue and improve upon the initiatives currently undertaken by the out-going President and Executive including the graduate
student health plan and monthly free breakfasts!

VP: Student life

. Jeremiah Beggs (Acclaimed)

WLU Senate

VP: Advocacy
Melissa Skerritt (Acclaimed)
No platform submitted.

PaulaBryk

Javaid Iqbal

I would like to bring the unique
graduate student perspective to the
board ofgovernors. As your representative on the newly elected
team, I will work diligently to ensure
transparency and accountability in
decision-making while protecting
student financial interests. Over 7
years of small business board experience has provided me with tangible and effective skills that will benefit Laurier. My goal is to promote
environmental sustainability by reducing WLU's ecological footprint
through improving procurement
policy and related activities. I want
to help Laurier become a leader and
example for other universities in
Canada for environmental stewardship and social responsibility. I have
a good working relationship with
student senator, Sarah QuinlanCutler, and intend to work with her
to deliver a cohesive message within
Laurier Governance.

Javaid has PhD in Biological Sciences from University of Leeds and
BIT from MUL, Leeds UK. He has
been working with University of
Guelph for the last 8 years and now
pursuing his MBA at WLU. Javaid is
known for his team building, collaboration, fund raising and program
development skills. During his stay
at UoG he served on Social, Website
and staff-development committees and developed new programs.
Javaid's dedication and contributions at UoG earned him "Innovative Leadership Recognition Award
2009". He also won Staff Development Award and OCE Talent Opportunity Award. At WLU he is
serving on the sustainable campuses committee and active in Seeds4Harvest Knowledge mobilization
workshop series. Javaid has passion
to: 1) make our campuses sustainable, 2) creating programs which
provide enriched learning experience at WLU campuses and 3) make
the WLU the Canadian university
which attracts national and international students. Find more about Javaid at www.mjiqbal.com

Julian Mason-Espin
(Acclaimed)

Sarah Quinlan Cutler
(Acclaimed)
In my role as graduate student senator I plan to expand on my previous
experience in the Senate. The 20102012 term will allow me to further
develop relationships with other
members of the Senate and Laurier
government to promote important
graduate issues and work towards
long term change. I intend to represent graduate students to the best
of my ability by being open to concerns with Senate related issues, by
bringing attention to our student
body, and by working closely with
the GSA and the Board of Gover"
nors representative to promote and
develop a better graduate student
environment here at Laurier. I have
an excellent working relationship
with Paula Bryk, a candidate for the
Board of Governors, and fully support issues related to her platform.
We plan on working together to
deliver a cohesive message within
Laurier Governance.

The GSA Annual General Meeting will
take place at 6:30p.m. in the Paul Martin
Centre on March JO, 2010. Polls will be
openftom 10:00 a.m. to 6:oop.m on the
GSA website.

I would love to institute Monday
Night Football again as this attracts
a good crowd. Other ideas that I
have in mind are bowling days or
Lazer Tag nights out just to bring
· together graduate students from a
variety of programs to socialize. My
primary goal for the upcoming year
is to increase the social atmosphere
so more departments get to know
each other instead of being isolated
within a specific department. Many
of my efforts will be aimed towards
bringing together Laurier's graduate
students to reflect a much more engaging social experience than what
currently exists.

EARN SUMMER CREDITS IN TORONTO,
NO MATTER WHERE YOU GO TO UNIVERSITY
Spending the summer in Toronto? Earn transfer
credit for U ofT courses. Summer courses at U of
Tfit your schedule so you can work and still enjoy
your summer.
Join the thousands of students who take
advantage of Summer Session to ease their
course load and graduate sooner. Register now!

A FEW OF OUR FEATURED COURSES:

• Complete 30-Hour Semlnan

Final dates and lOcation TBD.
You can fiaQ:.allfuture u~es at www.wlusp.com

• Convealent Weekend Schedule

FYI:

• Proven Test·Taking Strategies

The photographer will be on campus during
the summer for Co-op students and
students who will not be on campus~ fbt FaH 201
The remaining students will be photographed
in t~ Fatl2010.
Summer bo~s begin Tuesday June 1st 2010
Fall Bookings begrn Monday September 13th 2010

• Experienced Coune lnstrac:ton
• Comprehensive Study Materials
• Simulated Practice Enms
• Limited Class Size
• Free Repeat PoUcy
• Penonal Tutorlag Available

aflY'..,._

• Thousands of Satisfied Students
'

OXFORD SEMINARS
1-800-269-6719
416-924-3240
www .oxfordseminars.ca

=ro be in the Keystone Yearbook all photographs
have to be taken in 2010.
Any questions please contact Angela Foster
at angela@wlusp.com

ENGLISH GRAMMAR
THE GRAPHIC NOVEL
INTRODUCTION TO GREEK HISTORY
THE MAGIC OF PHYSICS
THE RISE AND FALL OF THE MODERNIST EMPIRE
THE SHORT-STORY COLLECTION
STARS AND GALAXIES

VISIT SUMMERSESSION.UTORONTO.CA TO
REGISTER OR FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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St. Patty's day success
LINDA GIVETASH
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR

Pick up in the concourse March 23rd, 24th, 25th
~

./ Bring you r receipt to recieve
your book
./ Books wil l be o n sa le for $50
./ Graduates who had pictures
taken recicvc their book
for free

KEYSTONE

The Cord is looking for an exorcist.
Contact info@wlusp.com for more-Utfennation.

Although the city was a sea of green
for St. Patrick's day, Waterloo's bylaw services have announced that
the number of by-law infractions
were down from previous years.
"Everything seemed to be happening in a fairly safe manner;'
said Jim Barry, director ofby-law
services.
On March 17, by-law officers responded to only 25 calls regarding
noise and nuisance-type offences .
Waterloo Regional Police Service
(WRPS), working in partnership
with by-law officers, laid one charge
for mischief, five charges regarding
noise violations and nine charges
for public intoxication.
Activity throughout the day
and into the evening was spread
throughout the university district
and into uptown Waterloo.
"There was a lot of activity on
Ezra [Avenue] but there weren't
complaints;' said Olaf Heinzel,
WRPS public affairs co-ordinator,
who spent the bulk of the day on the
student-filled street.
· The parties that occurred were
overall acceptable in size and spread
out enough to keep major infractions to a minimum.
"It goes back to our 'It's Your Waterloo' campaign and that's what we
want to message out, that this is everybody's Waterloo;' said Barry.
The campaign, launched last fall,
promoted education on the laws
surrounding drinking and partying

NICK LACHANCE PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

Students celebrated St. Patrick's Day at parties on Ezra Avenue and
across the city while keeping by-taw infractions to a minimum.

and called for greater citizenship
among all those living in the city.
"It takes everybody to be involved

l

and understand that you don't want
to negatively impact your neighhours;' said Barry.
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Controlling liquor sales
The provincial government questions privatizing the LCBO
Partial shares
LINDA GIVETASH
LOCAL AND NATIONAL EDITOR
SEAN HAYWARD
STAFF WRITER

COURTESY OF CATHY MACLELLAN

Solar panels along a highway in Northern Italy.

Economic future
-cover
"There is tremendous competition
in the industry;' said MacLellan.
According to MacLellan, entering
these markets will provide Canada
with cost-savings of efficient products and operations, and allow the
country to profit from exporting
skills and businesses as an established leader.
MacLellan believes that the first
step in moving towards a green
economy is for the public to see the
necessity of sustainable practices in
ensuring society's overall resilience.
"People at some point have to
think about their lives and what's
good or bad," she said, pointing out
that deciding on the morality of
green practices is up to the individual and can't be forced by a party or
group.
MacLellan went on to highlight
the reasoning behind the green
economy and the challenges it faces
in its application to real practices.
While the driving force behind a
shift to green practices largely remains a concern for future generations, the costs associated with a
damage climate are also gaining
merit.
"How do you put a price on o.s
degrees Celsius?" asked MacLellan,
presenting the undeniable value of
the environment and the difficulty
of translating it to economic terms.
The global aspect of the issue was
also brought forward in exemplitying Asia, specifically China and
India, to be the first regions of the
planet to struggle with the direct
limitations ofresources and the
physical environment.
"Internationally, we need to be
there and playing a role;' said MacLellan on the influence Canada can
have on improving environmental
practices in other countries.
Acting in an environmentallyconscious manner can't be a practice exclusive to Western nations,
leaving damages to the environment
to continue in other parts of the
world.
International involvement not
only provides Canada the opportunity to prosper as an innovator in
producing green technology but will
also ensure the health of the environment globally.
"We don't want the rich enjoying the fruits of the green life;• said
MacLellan.

Sharing economic ideas
Regardless of the politics, public
support can only be gained through
clear communication of a party's
beliefs.
Ralph Benmergui, senior advisor
to the Green Party of Canada, gave
the first keynote presentation and
facilitated a workshop on the significance of communicating economic
policy.

"Politics is a place where you have
to decide why you are a party and
what it is you're trying to tell people," said Benmergui. "That sounds
simplistic, but the clarity in which
you can do that is what will make
the difference:•
Benmergui understands the importance of communication, having worked as a journalist for the
CBC before becoming involved in
politics.
Benmergui joined the Green Party, having previously been involved
with the NDP, after attending their
conference in Nova Scotia nearly
two years ago.
"I actually feel like I want to be
a better person and if a political
party could do that for me then I
should probably pay attention;' said
Benmergui, looking back on the
experience.
Translating the Green message
beyond environmental concerns to
the public is something he sees as
successful.
"We're number one in Canada
right now for people 25 and under. "
With the economy being driven
by the tar sands, according to Benmergui's take on the current government, Canadians are looking for an
alternative.
"For us that our popularity
through young people and Canadians in general is that they think that
their protesting what's going on in
democracy:'

Educating for new jobs
The role of post-secondary education will take on even more importance in the new economy.
Griffin Carpenter, youth critic for
the Green Party shadow cabinet,
looked at the educational requirements of the future job market.
"[It's] going to require' a lot of retraining and retooling of the work
force;• said Carpenter.
"There's going to be a lot of new
jobs that will require post-secondary credentials:•
The importance of the federal
government to tackle the post- secondary education is apparent, as
there are concerns that too few students are enrolled in the system.
Furthermore, funding the research of green innovation needs to
be a priority, according to Carpenter.
The strong support from youth for
Green policy stems from a combination of environmental idealism and
recognition of the realities of our
economy.
"We know that the economy is
part of this society so a societal
change has to involve the economy
in a strong way;' said Carpenter.
"Youth will look at the Green
Party as a party that responds to
their idealism, offers practical solutions, also offers them opportunities
for themselves in creating a world
they can work in:'

The concept of privatizing the Liquor Control Board of Ontario
{LCBO) has been raised in the provincial government when considering its economic prospects.
This instance of the debate proposes the partial privatization of the
LCBO along with several high-profile assets in response to the provinces $24.7 billion deficit.
The plan would create a "supercorporation" by combining assets of
Crown corporations such as Hydro
One, Ontario Power Generation, the
Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation (OLG) and the LCBO.

Mo nopoly sales
The LCBO makes profit because it is
the monopoly provider ofliquor in
the province.
"You could think in some sense
of the cost of alcohol as being the
cost of producing that of water and
grains, some distribution costs, including the cost of the employees
that distributed it, some taxes and
some things that you could call taxes
which is the LCBO mark-up which
is their 'profit';' explained David
Johnson, professor of economics at
Wilfrid Laurier University.
The prices of alcohol remain
comparatively moderate to the rest
of the country because of the negative implications if the taxes per alcohol unit were raised.
"Suppose they made liquor taxes 10 times as high in Ontario as
they currently are, then quite clearly there would be an enormous
amount of smuggling from ... Quebec and Manitoba," said Johnson.
Both taxes and profits of the
LCBO go to the provincial government, with a small percentage distributed to the union representing
LCBO employees.
, "The people that lose by the
privatization are the employees who
are very well paid for a retail sector job ... The people who are most
opposed to [privatization] are the
unions," said Johnson.

The current proposal of selling a minority portion of the LCBO rather
than privatizing it in full is uncertain
in the economic benefits.
"Ifyou sell it off at the current
mark-up so that its profits are being sold it's just like you're buying a
bond," said Johnson.
Rather than buying a bond, the
purchaser would have the additional
benefit of owning the rights to the
LCBO infinitely.
"When you think about it in that
light, the privatization is fundamentally stupid because there's no gain;
you might as well just sell the bond;'
said Johnson.
It would also create complications
in having to guarantee profits to investors and would limit the ability to
privatize the LCBO in the future.
"It would say you would have
to be able to have some input. A
partial-private owner of the LCBO
would have to have some input into
the size of the mark-up, which again
makes no sense because the size of
the mark-up is fundamentally a policy decision of how expensive alcohol should be;' said Johnson.

Opposing parties
Supporters of privatizing the LCBO
claim that it would lead to an increase in the number of outlets,
lower prices, provide longer operating hours and allow the business to
expand into other markets.
However, those opposed to privatization, including the Ontario Public Service Employees Union {OPSEU), claim that it would reduce

LCBO

selection at some outlets, increase
prices for certain items and potentially reduce government oversight
in the sale of alcohol.
"Under privatization, product is
often limited to best sellers with
several retailers in smaller communities competing against one
another for a limited, or shrinking,
market;' said Greg Hamara, OPSEU
communications officer.
The government would immediately receive the financial proceeds
of selling either part or all of the
shares in the LCBO.
"You would replace the LCBO
mark-up with a thing that was actually a tax and then you ... go and sell
it as long as you pay the taxes;• explained Johnson.
The long-term revenue for the
government would be dependent on
the tax per unit of alcohol.
Whether in the private or public
sector, liquor sales can generate revenue for the provincial government.
"The issue of LCBO privatization
versus public ownership has been
surveyed to death over the years.
The results consistently show that
between 70 and 75 per cent of Ontarians want the LCBO to remain in
public hands.
In other words, there is no demand for privatization;' said
Hamara.
For the time-being, the provincial government's throne speech
on March 4 only ensures a review
of Crown corporations, resulting in changes if it can better support public interest and economic
priorities.

PRNATE
TRINA SCHMIDT GRAPHICS EDITOR

Political i~volvement at any age
-cover
Findlay noted the difficulties for
women in being the primary caregivers for children and elderly parents, as well as often being responsible for planning events within social groups.
"People have talked about things
like we should have better day care
on Parliament Hill and I say, 'Well
that's not recognizing the reality of
politics; it's not nine to five:"
In light of this, Findlay offers a
solution involving engaging women
who have their family-lives and careers more stable.
"When it comes to running for
public office, I keep saying we need
to get more old farts like me because my kids have grown up;' she
explained.
''I'm now in the position that I've
had great careers, great kids and
now have the experience and ability
to contribute to what I think is really

important and that's giving back:'
Her years of experience as a lawyer and business owner allow her to
be critical of Canada's economy and
international relations.
"You can't really do much if you
do not have a really strong, productive, globally competitive economy;•
said Findlay.
With the new budget released,
Findlay remains concerned for
the spending habits of the current
government.
"Before we agreed we were in a
recession and needed some stimulus, this government had already
just had the two largest spending
budgets in Canadian history:'
To correct the economic state of
the country coming out of the recession, Findlay said the government must address long-term issues that will have further negative
implications.
"You see an aging population
and the effect that that will have on

health care costs, on pensions, on
just the fact that there are a whole
lot of people in this country that are
not ready for retirement financially:·
A plan to manage these challenges is one that Findlay felt the budget
did not present.
'T m very worried right now that
with this budget it's just going to
completely postpone the problem;•
she said.
In considering the impact of the
world's finances, particularly that of
the United States, Findlay attributes
our comparatively stable economy
to Canada's history of strong financial management.
It is that responsible management
that she intends for us to continue.
"I want to see Canada with the
most prosperous successful economy that we can have and we use
that to furth er the goals of social
justice and international peace and
prosperity:'
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Historic health-care reform in U.S.
On Sunday, the U.S. House of Representatives voted, 220-211, in favour of Obama's health-care bill
NIKICIA PHILLI PS
STAFF WRITER

The U.S. House of Representatives
passed a historic bill this past Sunday, in a vote of 220-211, that would
overhaul the American health-care
system. The move is being hailed
the "civil rights act of the 21st
Century:'
The vote came after last-minute
negotiations with the White House
and an exhausting struggle to whip
the Democrat party together on the
legislation.
This is because Democratic support was threatened by a group of
anti-abortion Democrats who demonstrated considerable concern
over the bill possibly allowing federal funds to be used for abortion
services.
Only after President Barack
Obama promised to issue an executive order preventing such funding,
the group of Democrats voted for
the bill. Overall, 33 Democrats sided with the Republicans and voted
against the bill.
Nonetheless, the bill passedneeding only 216 votes - and is the
final step in Obama's fight for introducing universal health care to the
United States.
In total, the bill is estimated to

cost the government $938 billion
over the next 10 years.
This cost is expected to be partially offset by increasing taxes for
American families earning over
$250,000 a year, as well as taxing
companies who have the highest
premiums for employee's healthcareplans.
Further, the bill contains reforms
that will be phased in over the next
several years.
For instance, in 2014, employers with over 50 employees will face
fines for not providing adequate insurance coverage. Similarly, in 2014,
people with pre-existing health conditions will no longer be allowed to
be denied coverage.
However, other reforms will be
enacted much sooner. Within the
next year, insurance companies will
be prohibited from denying coverage
to children with pre-existing medical problems.
Similarly, children will be allowed
to remain on their parents' insurance plan until the age of26; previously, it was only until the age of 18
or 19. Moreover, insurance providers
will not be allowed to suddenly cancel insurance policies for individuals
who fall ill.
The uninsured will benefit the
most from the legislation, as nearly
85 per cent of Americans already

receive coverage through their
employer.
The bill will provide coverage for
an estimated 32 million Americans
who do not have health -care insurance, including those who cannot
afford the expensive premiums and
those who have been dropped by
their insurance providers for being
too ill.
Nonetheless, there are many
changes to the health-care system that will benefit the general
population.
Over the past year, the United
States has been torn over the healthcare debate, with opponents arguing
that the U.S. cannot afford such a
massive overhaul and that the government already possesses such a
large role in citizen's lives.
Despite intense discouragement
over the issue, President Obama
crusaded relentlessly for the reform.
He called the bill "a victory for
common sense" and congratulated the American people late Sunday night for having the courage to
support this crucial piece of social
reform.
Obama stated, "When faced with
crisis, we did not shrink from our
challenges. We overcame them. We
did not avoid our responsibilities,
we embraced it. We did not fear our
future, we shaped it:'

A global look at health care
When weighi ng options for
health-care reform. considering
global alternatives is cructal.

France
French citizens benefit from
·couverture maladie universelle"
(universal health care). In 1945. a
public health insurance program
was established in France for legal residents. Today. this insurance system covers 80 per cent
of citizens. In order to fund such
a system. 20 per cent ts deducted from worker's salaries. While
the state oversees the management of these funds. the employer and union federations control
the fina nces. Around 75 per cent
of health-care expenses are covered by this system.

Germany
The German health-care system
is decentralized. In light of this.
German hospitals can be public.
private non-profit or private forprofit. Interestingly. several hospitals are even run by Catholic and
Protestant churches. For German
c itizens. it is essential to have a
personal health insurance plan.
As such. Germans are automati-

cally signed up for a state regulated plan. but can opt out for a private plan. Those individuals with
an income exceeding $3.933
CAD per month are eligible to apply for private health care. As for
the unemployed and those earning a low income. health-care
coverage is provided by the state.
In order to fund the health-care
system. 14 per cent of employee gross salary is deducted from
those supported by the state-regulated insurance.

Australia
Australia's federal and state governments fund 47 and 23 per
cent of the cou ntry's health-care
system respectively. Non-government sources cover the remainder of the costs. This system fully reimburses the cost of public
hospital and doctor visits. When a
patient sees a doctor. the doctor
either bills the Health Insurance
Commission (HIC) or the individual. Wh ile private hospitals also
exist in Au stralia. they do not have
emergency services. Therefore.
Australians must rely on public
hospitals in cases of emergency.

-Compiled by Deanna Sim

U.S.-Israeli relations
face new challenge
M ELISSA CUPOVIC
STAFF WRITER

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Protestors demanding a new election poured litres of blood o nto the streets of Bangkok, Thailand.

Political turmoil in Thailand
Thai anti-government activists resort to spilling their own blood
AMALIA BIRO
CORD INTERNATIONAL

Thailand protests have literally
turned bloody as litres of protestors
blood was splattered on the government compound in Bangkok on
March16.
The blood, which was donated,
was said to represent a symbolic
sacrifice by the protestors to their
cause.
On March 17, bags of blood were
hurled into the president's compound and around his house. Protest leaders say they gathered 6oo
litres ofblood, enough to fil11o
bathtubs.
The demonstrations in Bangkok
have been ongoing since March 14,
with the biggest protest on the 16,
the day of the blood spilling.
Approximately 10o,ooo to 150,000
protestors were said to have gathered, with the majority now having
returned home.
The protests are being held by

the red shirts, a group that supports
former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. Shinawatra was ousted in
2006 during a military coup andreplaced by current Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva.
The red shirts say that Vejjajiva
came to power illegally with the
backing of the military and Bangkok
elites. Thaksin is now living in selfimposed exile in Montenegro after
being ousted from power.
The protestors plan to rally until
Vejjajiva calls for free, democratic
elections. The red shirt movement,
led by the United Front for Democracy against Dictatorship (UDD) has
planned another massive protest in
Bangkok this weekend.
In response, the Thai government
has approximately 40,000 personnel ready to react if the protest turns
violent. Almost one year ago, two
people died and dozens were injured
in similar protests. So far the prot ests have been relatively peaceful.
On March 9, the government invoked the Internal Security Act that

gives the Thai military power to impose curfews and restrict numbers
at gatherings. The military has also
set up checkpoints on the roads into
Bangkok in anticipation of the large
protest Sunday.
Called a symbolic sacrifice for democracy, many are dismissing the
blood spilling as a public relations
stunt, whereas others are calling it
magic, saying it will put a curse on
the government. Health workers are
upset at the waste of a precious resource, and some are merely squeamish at the sight of blood running
through the streets.
The streets of Bangkok now remain relatively quiet and many
question whether or not Sunday's
planned protest will be very substantial - however, approximately
40,000 protestors still remain in the
capital.
Although the blood spilling remains a questionable tactic, it is one
that has drawn international at tention to the tumultuous situation
brewing within Thai borders.

In an attempt to jump start the
peace process in the Middle East,
U.S. Vice President Joe Biden travelled to Israel last week only to receive news oflsrael's approval of
a new housing settlement in East
Jerusalem. According to the BBC,
the settlement includes 1600 new
homes for ultra-Orthodox Jews.
This has only helped to complicate the already tense relationship
between Israel and Palestinians, as
Israel hopes to have East Jerusalem
as the capital of tlleir future state.
Israel's announcement has halted
the possibility of peace talks and
Biden expressed his discontent.
Further, Biden explained that
"the substance and timing of the announcement, particularly with the
launching of proximity talks, is precisely tlle kind of step that undermines the trust we need right now
and runs counter to the constructive discussions that I've had here in
Israel."
As per Biden's advice and encouragement, Palestinian leaders
have recently agreed to restart indirect talks with Israel.
The BBC reported that Palestinian Authority spokesman Nabil
Abu Rudeina told Agence France
Presse (AFP) that "this is a dangerous decision and will hinder the
negotiations:'
Israel considers the territory belonging to East Jerusalem, which it
annexed in 1967, as part of its own.
To date, however, this has yet to be
recognized by other nations.
According to the BBC, as far as
the international community is concerned, East Jerusalem is occupied
territory. As such, it is illegal under

international law for Israel to build
housing on its land.
According to the New York Times,
during a visit to the West Bank,
United Nations chief Ban Ki-moon
reiterated this notion, stating that
settlement in an occupied territory
is "illegal" and "must be stopped:'
He called on Israel and the Palestinians to restore negotiations in an
effort to establish an independent
Palestinian state.
Ban's visit came after a meeting of the "quartet of Middle East
peacemakers;' which includes the
U.S., the UN, the European Union
(EU) and Russia.
They met in Moscow last Friday
and, according to the New York Times,
"called for the emergence of a Palestinian state, through negotiations,
within 24 months:'
The quartet also called on Israel
to freeze all settlement activity and
confirmed that the international
community did not recognize Israel's annexation of East Jerusalem.
Only hours after Ban's visit,
the Israeli army killed a 16-yearold Palestinian boy during a
confrontation.
According to the New York Times,
the Israeli military maintains that
its soldiers did not use live fire. Instead, they attest that they fired tear
gas and rubber bullets to disband "a
violent and illegal riot."
Palestinian medical officials, on
the other hand, claim to have evidence that the boy was killed by live
rounds. The Israeli military stated
that an investigation will be underway shortly.
Last Friday, the Israeli air force
also struck an abandoned airport in
southern Gaza. Israel claims that the
attack, which injured 13 Palestinians, was merely retaliation to rocket strikes by Gaza militants.
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Farmville fever
In Depth Editor Alanna Wallace explores the addicting,
time-wasting realm of the Internet by sacrificing herself
to some of the top 10 most-used Facebook applications

S

ince being founded in February of 2004
as the online equivalent of a yearbook
at Harvard, Facebook has acquired
more than 400 million active users
worldwide, half of whom make a daily visit to
the site.
Not only has Facebook exploded among
university and college students - the audience
the networking site was originally geared towards in 2009, the Inside Facebook website
claimed that 45 per cent ofFacebook users
were over the age of 26.
"Initially, you had to be invited and also you
had to be at Harvard;' explained chair of Laurier's communication studies department Andrew Herman ofFacebook's expansion. "And
then they opened it up to other universities
and then to high schools:'
Facebook has enticed all age groups with ·
the promise of finding new friends,
rekindling old friendships and networking across the globe.
"It makes feeling connected easier
even though the quality of the connection is really ephemeral;' said
Herman.
Social networking sites like Facebook were
even said to have had a hand in mobilizing
the youth vote during the last U.S presidential
election, a phenomenon Newsweek named
the "Facebook Effect:'
Now the site harbours video games that link
friends and strangers through the excitement
of farms, wars and in support of causes.
The means through which Facebook can
connect the millions who log on every day
seem never-ending.
This networking tool touches everyone, or
at least leads people to believe they are invalved in a great web of connectivity.
"There's an ease of social connectivity.

There's the ease of communicating where
you're at, what you're doing, which gives the
pretence of social connectivity;' said Herman.

My experience with Facebook
I have often fallen victim to the intense social connections I feel with my acquaintances
across the globe from South Africa to Japan.
And yes, I play Farmville. I have fallen victim to almost every entrapment Facebook will
allow. In a weird and paradoxical way, I tell
people it keeps me sane. Planting and harvesting and gaining money to buy big houses
and more land rnkes me feel like I'm accomplishing something during what is sometimes
a monotonous day.
But in no way had I any idea that so many
people not only played Farmville (I don't
have that many neighbours, I'll admit), but
hundreds of online games via
Facebook.
I swear, before you judge me, I
am not alone - hear me out.
According to the official Facebook Statistics web page, 250 applications have more than one million active users.
According to Herman, Facebook applications make the site "sticky" for users. "Games
are a way of keeping people's attention and
keeping them on Facebook;' he said.
And as a result of my love - I mean enjoyment- of Farmville, I decided to diversifY my
application usage to discover what all the fuss
was about.
To my surprise, there were 76,039.329
monthly Farmville users when I first started
my personal experiment in mid-February. By
Monday of this week, that number had gone
up by over seven million.
This got me thinking about why we engage

in online games that are generally menial and,
for most purposes, just time-wasters.
The top ten applications, with the exception
ofFacebook for iPhone and Causes, are just
that: epic wasters of time.
From running your own cafe to being a
mobster or even owning a zoo, one can experience the utmost in time wasting on the Intemet' s greatest website for procrastination.
What more could you want?
So I signed up. Petville, Fishville, Farmville,
Happy Aquarium, Birthday Cards, Cafe World.
Too bad I don't have an iPhone or I would have
joined that app too.
Six of the top 10 Facebook applications are
run by the Zynga Game Network, which was
created in 2007 with a "vision of connecting
the world through games:' Their games can be
found on social networking sites like Twitter,
as well as for iPhone.
From the onset, I was hooked. It was before reading week and I had plenty to do, but
I couldn't stop myselffrom checking in on my
cafe or feeding my newly bought fish.
The games hooked me with the promise of
gaining points for experience, even going so
far as to give extra points for logging on daily.
And ifl didn't log on? My crops would
wither, my fish would die, my food would spoil
- the horrors!
Then I hit my first wall: I had no friends. No
neighbours. No fellow chefs. Not enough of
my friends played these games to give me the
experience points I needed. Which made me
think: who exactly uses these games?
It's safe to say that Facebook is no longer
exclusive to university students. The extensive
use of applications by my younger (and surprisingly older) friends on Facebook exemplified the expansion of the site and its growth
outside of the university realm.

What you didn't know
aboutFacebook
-More than

Most-used applications
Farmville:
Static FBML:
Birthday Cards:
Cafe World:
Facebook for iPhone:
Texas HoldEm:
Slide FunSpace:
Happy Aquarium:
Mafia Wars:
Causes:

400 million active users

-About

50% of active users log in daily

-About

60 million daily status updates

Then there was the social ridicule - as a
personal goal, I tried to "publish" updates to
my Facebook every once in a while when a
game asked me too.
Obviously this is a bit of a marketing ploy
for the owners of their game and it also creates a "group play" atmosphere between
friends. Instead of gaming partners, I mostly
got hilarious comments back.
However, I pressed on. Avoiding doing
homework made the most basic online game
enticing, especially when I could reconnect
with old friends via restaurant or by feeding
their chickens. Having my own cafe when I am
a hazard in the kitchen was fun, and playing
catch with my pet in Petville was amusing.
But soon enough my attention to my fish,
crops and wide array of zoo animals began to
wane. I couldn't keep up with all of the applications, which is perhaps where my experiment went horribly wrong; or maybe my procrastination has a limit.
Even my original love, Farmville, began to
be neglected.
On average, I
logged on to each
of my newly-adopted applications
three times during
days where I was
attempting to do
schoolwork. Like most methods of procrastination, my applications were severely neglected when I was busy with things that didn't involve homework.
So in the end, I was left with a lot of time
wasted on pointless applications to figure out
for myself that there were better ways I could
waste my time, like simply using Facebook
for its original method of procrastination:
creeping.

-More than 3 billion photos uploaded
each month
-The average user has 130 friends and
gets eight friend requests monthly
-Average user spends more than 55
minutes per day on Facebook
-In 2008, Fa~ebook shares valued the
company at :;,3.75 billion, although
tJ:le comP.any is speculated to be worth
~15 billion

...
...
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82,580,911
46,827,021
41,904,049
30,032,716
29.438848
28,332,917
25,630,033
24,915,971
24,704,179
24.317,292
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The honours degree's unc

The fate of the honours degree has been shrouded in mystery since early February. With cu
degrees and the future of the academic experience at Laurier have been called into questio
the choices the university is debating in order to cut costs and the effects administrative dec

The problem

Proposed solution

Potential class s

For the 2010-11 academic year. the arts department
has been asked to find $440.000. or 1.5 per cent
of their budget. in concessions as a result of campus-wide budget cuts The department has chosen to seek out alternatives to losing faculty and/
or programs in the hopes that they will be able to
find enough money to prevent professors or more
unique programs from being lost.

In response to this warning. the department has proposed an Honours Bachelor Arts (BA) Arts degree. which will allow students who have not declared a
major. or who have a grade po1nt average (GPA) of 5.0 to 6 99. to be classified
as an honours student while completIng a degree that does not require them
to select an area of specialization.

One projected solution is for the
gree to be classified into a h1era
dent on GPA. a student would r
second or third-class honours d
dent with a 7.0 GPA for examp
ceive a second-class honours
method is employed by som
Canada, such as the University o
wick. and IS used in the United K

The status of 'honours'

Government funding

The idea behind the proposed reworking of the honours degree is that if
Laurier declares more honours students, the university will receive more
funding from the government. However, professors question whether
monetary reasons are the best motivation to create such a degree.
"It's the kind of reason that we can't escape;' said English professor
Markus Poetzsch. "Everyone feels as though their hands are tied, they
want to do what's best for the faculty and the students, but I feel like
there's a kind of desperate economic that's behind all of this:'
With the changes the honours degree has gone through not just over
the past few months, but over the last few decades - which includes the
elimination of the undergraduate thesis and increased seminar class sizes - the whole idea of the post-secondary degree has become convoluted
and saturated.
"I have no idea what honours means anymore;• said Poetzsch. "I don't
think it has any kind of meaning:'Sociology professor Gary Potter echoed
this sentiment, calling the proposed hierarchical class system of honours
degrees "crap:'
"The problem is that at the end, giving people with Cs an honours degree (is] going to backfire in the long-term;· said Potter. "If we do something like that, it will just diminish our reputation. It will mean to the rest
of the world after a while that Laurier honours aren't really honours:·

Universities in Ontario receive a higher basic income unit (BIU) of government funding for students classified as honours versus general students, at a rate of 1.5 : 1.
"They were probably thinking 'we're not going to fund mediocrity
so we'll give more money to honours;" noted Potter, regarding why he
thinks the government funds students differently.
Poetzsch noted that if students with a GPA of 7.0 or higher working
towards a general degree had to choose a major, thus classifYing them
as honours students, the university would be able to collect more money
from the government.
Poetzsch believes that this would be the best solution, as opposed to
the proposed honours BA Arts degree, because he believes that it is driven by the wrong motivation.
"The economic pressures are going to be there, but they can't allow us
to make uninformed or not well-thought-out academic decisions," said
Poetzsch.
Smyth, believes that from a budgetary perspective, the university is
trying to do too much in too many places.
"People need to confront reality a little bit more;' said Smyth. "I'm
not sure that [creating a new degree] is an effective way to manage a
long-term budgeting process. All it does is make us look like fools. What
you're doing is mortgaging the reputation of both the (honours] degree
itself and of the school administration:'

A

h~

n1

w
a<

ta
tl

r<

b

h
0

What does 'honours' mean?
Some students and faculty feel as though the value of an honours degree has decreased over the years and that the current fiscal crisis striking many universities, including Laurier, further challenges the degrees'
future legitimacy. The honours degree has undergone many changes
throughout the years, even losing some of its key elements such as the
honours thesis component and small upper-year courses.
With the increased size of seminar classes, chair of the English department James Weldon believes that classes have become so large that
they don't represent the purpose that senior-level classes once had.
"The idea of an honours degree has somewhat already been diluted,"
said Weldon. "It's been constantly eroded:'
Weldon believes that if faculty, administration and the provincial and
federal governments work together, a solution that doesn't compromise
academic integrity can be found. "It's so messed up now. Students are
paying higher tuitions and I don't think they're receiving the best education that institutions can give them," said Weldon.
Josh Smyth, who graduated with a political science and applied economics degree in 2009 and sat on the academic senate during his third
and fourth year added that he feels as though the term honours is completely losing its meaning.
"Clearly what we're moving towards is just a degree mill model. You
can call it honours, you can call it general, you can call it nothing if you
want:' Smyth believes that inevitably this model will only lead to universities getting more money, but from students who shouldn't even be attending the institution in the first place.

Degree without specialization
Another concern raised by professors was related to the structure of the
honours BA arts degree and what courses it would require students to
take. While no specifics have been determined, it has been suggested
that students should have to take specific core courses from various programs - for example geography 290 - to complete their degree.
However, co-ordinator of film studies Phillippa Gates noted that it
would be difficult for honours BA Arts students to enroll in these courses
when priority might still be given to students with declared majors, as
this is currently what happens.
"The other option would be to create specific courses for this degree;•
said Gates. "The question around this is if we're already in financial
trouble, where do you get the money to staff more courses?"
Poetzsch brought up another concern, questioning what benefit a degree
without specialization really has to students and what it will prepare
them for after graduation.
"I don't think we have any idea what this [honours BA Arts program]
could look like 10 years down the road when graduates of this degree are
wandering the hallways of the world looking for work," said Poetzsch.
"How well-prepared will they be?"
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Problems faced
One of the fears is that if a solution cannot be found,
Launer will lose its smaller. more unique programs.
As budget cuts are unavoidable it is challenging to
develop a solution that leaves everyone satisfied.
Professors recognize that the dean of arts is trying
to prevent the elimination of interdisciplinary programs, such as medieval studies. women's studies
and Muslim studies - which many are opposed to and is looking elsewhere for solutions.

Academics on a budget

Mobilizing the student body
Universities, in an attempt to counter their increasing deficits, continue to increase
enrolment, thus handing out more and more honours degrees each year, which is
contributing to the ongoing degree inflation.
Smyth noted that while he feels his faculty was able to prepare him for a path towards graduate studies, many students will leave university less than qualified not
only for continuing education but for the workforce.
"How are you serving the students by giving them a qualification that doesn't
represent what they're qualified for academically? In that sense it's a bit of a farce;•
said Smyth.
Seeing the path honours degrees have taken thus far, students and faculty alike
are worried about its future.
''I'm not happy;• said Weldon, adding that the university administration is not
solely to blame, but the provincial and federal governments as well. "We have a
good university here. I see that solid academic reputation being eroded:'
Despite his displeasure ;vith the proposed direction of Laurier's honours degrees, Weldon expressed his faith in current students. He said that students should
continue to question the trends of the honours degree and fight against the ongoing shift in the value of their education.
"Essentially universities have become more like businesses over the years, and
it's not a good trend;' said Weldon.

The dean ofarts declined to be interviewedfor this article.

Academic planning plays a large role in how well the reputation of the
honours degree is upheld, which in a large part is driven by the current financial state of universities across Ontario. When the last academic plan
was created five years ago, then vice-president of academics Sue Horton
admitted that money was much less of a focus than it is today.
"Budget cuts are more severe now;• said Horton. "Obviously we were
[always] being cautious but we weren't implementing cuts because enrolment was expanding and the government was continuing to fund it," said
Horton.
"Budgets were actually expanding and that's how we were able to establish things like the faculty of education [which opened in fall2007]. I
think things have changed within the last 18 months:·
Vice-president of academics Deb MacLatchy stated that with the challenges universities are currently facing, funding plays a much larger
role when planning for the future of Laurier's academics than it ever has
before.
"The challenge is that we've got to work with the system that we
have.... The idea of what an 'honours' is has been through an evolution
over the past few decades;' said MacLatchy.

No obvious solution
While professors and students seem to agree that the honours BA arts
degree has significant problems, there is no clear alternative to solve the
financial problems of the department.
Third-year archeology and classical studies student Anatolijs Venovcevs expressed concern that no matter how the department deals with
cutbacks it is really a lose-lose situation for students.
"On one hand, if (the honours BA Arts] program doesn't go through,
that's half a million dollars being cut, which means programs will be
gone ....
"If it does pass, we will be giving honours status to people with a 5.0
GPA which undermines the values of the degrees people work hard to attain;' he added.
Alternatively, Smyth feels that Laurier needs to stop attempting to
avoid the bigger problems and make the inevitable cuts.
"If you ask almost any student here they would prefer a smaller selection of higher quality courses," said Smyth. "Either profs are going to be
teaching something that is crappier or there are going to be less profs:·
However, Smyth does not believe that cutting the smaller programs altogether is the best solution, but that instead each department has room
to make its own concessions.
''I'm not sure the answer is to cut the programs that are smallest or
weakest. There are lots more business students than women's studies
students. Does that mean we should cut women's studies? I'm not sure
that's true:·

"

"I don't think we have any
idea what this [honours
BA Arts program] could
look like 10 years down
the road when graduates
of this degree are

wandering the hallways
of the world looking for
work. How well-prepared

will they be?"
-Markus Poetzsch, Laurier English professor

The saturation of. university honours degrees is the reS1f.lt offactor~ such as t~e loss .ofthe. undergraduate t~e
szs anJ.growzng class szzes. Dzscusszon over the creatzon
of an Honours (BA) Arts means fo.ture graduates will
Ee left with an uncertain path.
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Fashion takes centre stage
Reviewing 2010's dance production State of Mind on its Thursday performance
JESSICA HOWELL
CORD ARTS

nyone who has walked
through the Concourse
over the past few months
knows t.l].e distinct presence that Fashion N' Motion has on
this campus.
This past week, over 100 student
dancers had the chance to strut their
stuff for four days in a row, beginning last Thursday.
The main priority of the annual dance and fashion show "at its
heart, is dancing for a cause;· announced charity awareness co-ordinator Kale Boehmer in his speech
following intermission in the opening night of the show.
This year, partial funds raised
from admissions were donated to
the charity Reach for the Rainbow,
an organization that offers recreational programs across Ontario for
youth with cognitive and physical
disabilities.
The show itself- State ofMind
- chronicled a young woman who
moves away from her home to New
York to escape her past and make a
new beginning.
Through the fresh-faced energy of
the dancers, the performance captivated the pure feeling of the new experience of finding oneself in a new
city.

A

The narrative of a woman encountering the fashion -forward,
cosmopolitan city fit well with the
clothing as the pieces the participants donned in the show included
modem clothing designed with an
androgynous edge.
The models' clothing was provided by LOOP, SKIRT, GLOSS and,
Channers and the models' hair was
done by Ikandi.
The various modeling scenes
throughout the production, in which
the dancers struck stoic and artistic
poses, created the atmosphere of a
high- end clothing store with expensive pieces draped over stone-cold
mannequins.
Other scenes successfully fused
acting with modeling, creating the
feeling of seeing fashionistas in a
New York jazz bar.
There were also transition dances, where the performers were continuously dressed in the same "I
(Heart) NY" shirts.
The redundancy of the same plain
white t -shirt seemed strange in
contrast with the fashion-forward
theme.
However, it did drive home the
theme of the progressive city while
maintaining consistency within the
show.
Popular dance music was compiled well, fitting with the clothing,
choreography and overall mood of
the show.

The dances themselves often had
comedic components and were creatively aesthetic.
As well, there were times when
the dancers and models were made
to look as though they were black
silhouettes in the light and backdrop
of the stage.
The dexterity and level of complication of the dance moves themselves were mediocre as the clear
majority of the student volunteers
were not trained dancers.
The co-ordination of dance segments, which featured the entire
cast on stage, were not in sync in the
least.
However, the overwhelming passion and intensity of the participants - clearly the mark of a labour
of love - outweighed whatever minor technical deficiencies existed in
the show.
The greatest highlight of the
night was the section featuring four
male dancers who engaged in an
unforgettable dance-off before the
intermission of the show.
These performers were talented
as the speed of their dance motions
was unbelievably fast-paced and
all four dancers were impressively
synchronized.
One dancer was even able to perform impressive stunts like multiple
back-flips in a row, which left the
full audience roaring after he left the
stage.

FN'M themes
2010
State of fv1ind: Chro nicalling a
young w o man's jo urney to New
York through song and fas hion

2009
Split Second: Tackli ng a multitude of diverse cultures through
different styles of dance

2008
Critical Condition: A mix of
dance inspired by a medical
theme featuring hospital patients

2007
Lost and Found... Class of 2007:
Depicti ng the different cliques
and niches of students at Laurier

2006
Spring Forward. Fall Back:
Students brought nature to life
thro ugh fashion and dance

2005
Close Up: Featuring a variety of
new dance styles such as hip
hop and breakdance

2004
Modus Operandi: With a plotline
of mystery and intrigue. students
explored a mix of dance genres

Blast from the past The Great Escape
Significance: A 90s staple in any Britpop fan's collection, this album despite sounding dull and dated
remains a memorable symbol of a time when bands still feuded and CDs still flew off the shelves
SARAH MURPHY
STAFF WRITER

The Great Escape
Blur
Food/Virgin Records
Release date: Sept. 11, 1995

199S was the pinnacle year of the
U.K. -based alternative, anti-grunge
movement that came to be known as
Britpop.
Frontrunners of the genre like
Blur, Oasis and Pulp had established
themselves as Britain's answer to
Pearl Jam and Nirvana and were
damn proud of it.
Despite instances of fame and
substance abuse going to rockstars'
heads (i.e. the Gallaghers) the music
produced would prove to be some of
the best of the decade.
Following the success of 1994's
Parklife, The Great Escape was one of

the period's most anticipated albums. It met the expectations of
fans and critics alike - NME gave the
album a 9/10 and QMagazine gave it
a perfect sis.
Opening with the characteristically cheeky "Stereotypes" and followed by some of Blur's finest singles like "Charmless Man", "Country House" and "The Universal", the
praise seems pretty justified.
Yet listening to it again in 2010,
the latter half of the album seems to
drag on with songs that are rather
forgettable.
Yes, Blur matured and experimented with new sounds and styles,
but for an album many claimed was
their masterpiece, The Great Escape
seems kind of overrated.

The role that this album played in
the music industry in the summer of
199s, however, cannot be forgotten.
A month prior to the album's release, Britpop heavyweights Blur
and Oasis released their respective
lead-off singles "Country House"
and "Roll With It" on the same day,
initiating what became known as
the Battle ofBritpop.
With both bands vying for the
number-one single in the U.K., the
tabloids went nuts as a war of words
between Blur frontman Damon Albarn and the Gallagher brothers exploded (culminating with Noel Gallagher proclaiming his wished for
Blur to "catch AIDS and die").
This rivalry sparked passion within fans, boosted record sales and

provided gossip that England wanted to read about.
Though forgotten about in North
America for the most part, the Blur
versus Oasis stand-off (which Blur
won, by the way) retains a spot as
one the 90s greatest moments in
music.
While Damon Albarn and the
other members of Blur have arguably produced better work since
199S. The Great Escape nevertheless
remains a nostalgic cornerstone in
the world of British music, symbolizing a time when fans still bought
CDs, bands still challenged each
other to produce great music and
before "Song 2" (the "Woohoo!"
song) was released and played at every sporting event ever.
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Upcoming exhibits
Whirl. Waggle & Wink
March 2-30
The Button Factory

The Multicultural Show
March 20 - May 1
The Button Factory

Expressions 35
March 28- June 6
KW Art Gallery

Resistence
April2- 29
The Button Factory

Pushing the boundaries of art
The Cord speaks with local artist Amy Ferrari about her vibrant style as well as her
passion for creating pieces,· her work will be at the Button Factory until March 30

From There to Here
April19 - June 26
Clay and Glass Gallery

60 years
of Chinese
history

LAURA CARLSON
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

SARAH MURPHY
STAFF WRITER

can some lettuce and green
beans, paint a picture of the
back of a garbage truck and
create some lime green blobs
of colour trying to escape from their
purple enclosures and you might get
an idea of the type of artwork Amy
Ferrari produces.
"I started with my flatbed scanner ... I can put sizable things on
it ... so I just put all kinds of stuff
on that thing.... One time I put a
pork rind on there ... I did bread ...
I did cabbage, lettuce, I did a salad.
I did com, green beans, all kinds of
food;' Ferrari said about her unique
style of work in an interview with
The Cord at the Button Factory in
Waterloo.
"That was just a wonderful
thing, to see what I could put on the
scanner:·
The North Carolina native who
now resides in Waterloo has had her
most recent exhibit, "Expressions
in Abstract Agreement", on display
in Kitchener-Waterloo over the past
few months.
In January her work was showcased at Kitchener City Hall. The
exhibit expanded to 17 pieces to be
displayed at the Button Factory from
March 2 to 30.
As well, a slightly downscaled
version will be on display at the
Princess Cinema gallery starting on
April1.
"It's kind of been a morphing of
the same exhibit going around;' said
Ferrari.
Ferrari, who described the feel
of the work as organic in "a plastic
kind of space;· explained that in the
exhibit's pieces she tried to "focus
on the harmonies of the space and
colours."
"The idea is that these are compositions that happen through balance and harmony;' she explained.
Not being trained formally in art
- she attended the School of Design
at North Carolina State University
- Ferrari noted how this sets her
apart from many of her peers, as she
wasn't taught to think about art in
any particular way.
"I figured everything out on my
own, although I did have a really
good nucleus of understanding from

In celebration of the 6oth anniversary of the People's Republic of
China, Laurier International has
organized a viewing of the "China
Renowned Photographers Focus on
China", showcasing the nation's development from 1949 until now.
Rows upon rows of stunning
photos lined the Schlegel Building
Atrium, documenting China's history through images of everything
from farming to families, building
projects to athletic events and natural disasters to drug arrests.
With Laurier's newly established
connections to China- an international office in Chongqing, China
- the collection demonstrates the
university's growing commitment
to the global community.
Sponsored by China Daily and
AKD International, the exhibit provides a selection of 100 black and
white photographs - from a larger
album of 363 -that portray the
drastic changes China has undergone over the past 6o years.
One of the most standout exhibits revealed once the exhibit was
introduced by Laurier faculty members, along with the mayor of Waterloo, was Wu Jialin's picture that
managed to capture a horse-drawn
wagon, a truck and an airplane in
one frame - a memorable image
that encapsulates the entire message that the collection was trying
to emit about modernization.
Andy Truong of AKD International explained that China was
still developing, but expressed his
amazement at the rapidity of the
changes that have occured.
Anming stated that the selections
represent China's "kaleidoscope of
humanity", and illustrate the country's transition from a troubled past
into a state of"sovereign independence with a rising economy".
Students will be able to relate to
and recognize some of the documented events and figures like
2003's SARS outbreak and basketball superstar Yao Ming, making it a
must-see, even for those who might
not harbor a pre-existing interest in
the art of photo taking.

S

ELLI GARLIN STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Artist Amy Ferrari looking at her bold and colourful exhibit called "Expressions in Abstract Agreement".
the design fundamentals, which was
the best part of design school:'
Although when Ferrari first started design school she had intentions
of becoming an architect, she soon
realized that it was the "silliest idea
ever;· as her passion was clearly in
art.
"Back in school I was always doodling, and it was always about the
organic line ... It's kind of an obsessive thing with me, doodling;• she
stated.
"And at one point I realized that if
I took this seriously and applied it to
images .. . something can actually
become of this," Ferrari added.
The decision to focus on art
wasn't necessarily a practical one,
which Ferrari feels is a factor that
unfortunately discourages many
young artists.
"I always liked to paint. It was always what I really wanted to do .... I
was lucky enough to marry someone
that was providing, and I couldn't do
this without support," she explained.
"You have to look at it practically
and I just had one of these fairy tale

WLUSP Hiring for Distribution Aids
for the Cord and Blueprint 2010-2011

Paid Position

"

11leidea isthatthese
are compositions that
happen through balance
and harmony, and a lot
of those transformations
and changes add up to
great big changes as the
world progresses:'
- Artist Amy Ferrari

situations and not everybody [has]
that:'
Since moving to Waterloo three
years ago when her husband took

a job at RIM, Ferrari has worked
on establishing herself in the local
community of artists, something
she said can be quite challenging at
times.
Ferrari currently has a small studio in Kitchener where she teaches
abstract art for beginners and in the
fall she will be teaching a similar
class at the Button Factory.
"Most people are scared of colour and they're scared of paint ...
and what I do in my class, it's called
art from random elements ... (we
make] wonderfully abstract messes
of colour;• she said.
Along with expanding her teaching, Ferrari hopes to continue having her work showcased in various
galleries and venues across theregion and beyond.
She also intends to continue establishing herself as an artist here
inKW.
But most importantly she simply wants to continue producing
artwork.
"I will positively become grumpy
ifl don't get to paint:'

college pro
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Focus 3 film festival jury selections
Best youth production
Be Free

Best animated film
Rangers

Best short film
Que Sera

Best documentary film
Going to the Moon

Best feature film
Kissed by Lightning

A focus on film- Arts bites
makers in KW
KRYSTEN PALSER
CORD ARTS

0

ver the weekend, filmmakers across KitchenerWaterloo had the rare opportunity to show their
work, regardless oflength, genre or
budget-size.
Running from March 18 to the 21,
the Local Focus 3 film festival, organized by the Multicultural Cinema
Club (MCC) and The Working Centre in Kitchener, screened locally
produced short, feature, documentary and animated films.
The 28 films in the main categories competed for jury awards with
the chance to win up to $1,ooo along
with filmmaking packages for their
future endeavors.
The jury, given the difficult task
of selecting the best from among
an amazing body of excellent work,
included Laurier's own English
and film studies professor Philippa
Gates.
The films were also up for the
People's Choice award, decided by
their audience who got to vote at
each screening for their favourite
works.
A unique aspect was added
this year called the 24 Hour Film
Challenge.
As the title implies, the teams
had 24 hours to put together films,
making sure to meet certain criteria

given to them ahead of time. Their
final projects were screened on
Saturday.
Some of the films were short. One
of the shortest was Rangers, an animation directed by Sheridan Tech
graduate Justin Lenssen,lasting
only one minute and 20 seconds.
Lenssen's film went on to win
both the jury and People's Choice
awards for the animation category.
The filmmakers ranged from students like Torin Langen, director of
the sci-fi short Humanoid, who made
his film for a class project, to professionals, including industry expert
Thomas Gofton, producer of the
thought-provoking short film Nameless, founder ofLynnvander Productions in Guelph.
One thing many of the films had
in common was a limited budget.
Humanoid director Langen explained that "the only things we had
to buy were the dust mask [worn by
a character in his film] and a pizza"
for the crew.
Whether they were expertly crafted or amateur films, the Local Focus
3 film festival offered a showing of
the community's diverse talent.
Will Lenssen, father of Rangers
creator Justin Lenssen, summed up
the festival's value for the community stating, "Without the arts and our
creativity, we lose our sensitivity,
our emotions. I think it's important
that people get together and reinforce the arts."

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

The latest in entertainment news
Jesse James is a jerk ... but is
this surprising?
Unless you have been allergic to
pop-culture over the last week,
you are no doubt aware that Sandra Bullock went AWOL after news
leaked that her husband, motorcycle
junkie Jesse James, allegedly slept
with someone else.
The story broke when a woman
named Michelle "Bombshell" McGee came forward with the information that she supposedly slept
with the married man some time
last year.
It gets better though. McGee
is supposedly a devoted Nazi and
white supremacist - she also has a
tattoo on her forehead.
Combined with the fact that
James is in the midst of a not-soprivate custody battle with his exporn star first wife, we have to wonder how anyone was all that surprised by this "shocking" affair.
If anything, we should be shocked
it took this long to happen.

-Wade Thompson

l

Pete Doherty arrested
Former member of the Libertines
and frontman of English band
Babyshambles Pete Doherty was arrested Friday in connection with the
death of filmmaker and heiress Robin Whitehead in January.
Doherty allegedly supplied the
drugs that killed Whitehead - who
had just completed filming a documentary on the musician called The

Road to Albion.
The film included footage of
Doherty and others using crack
and heroin in the apartment where
Whitehead's body was found.

-Mike Lakusiak

Chris Evans signed for
Captain Amenca saga
Well, it took a good year and a half,
but they have finally found a suitor
for Captain America's shield.
The future leader of the Avengers falls upon the shoulders of none
other than Fantastic Four's Chris
Evans.
The contract for the role allegedly
has Evans committing to five separate films.
Evans may not be the perfect age
to play Cap, but I think we can all
get behind his casting once we know
the alternative finalists for the role
were Gossip Girfs Sebastian Stan and
the almighty stone-face Channing
Tatum.

-Wade Thompson

,

. H UMBER
The Business School

A bachelor of'funk'
Bassist of'7os funk powerhouse
Parliament and Funkadelic Bootsy
Collins is founding an online bass
school called "Funk University"
where students will be able to study
under his personal direction.
Students of the school will be able
to participate in recitals and videoconference with Collins.
He remarked, "Funk don't funk
around for nobody, so get funked up
while you can:'

-Mike Lakusiak

Twitter heroes
Last Friday, a Florida man messaged
celebrities Demi Moore and Nia
Vardalos over Twitter warning that
he would commit suicide.
The operators of both stars' accounts called the authorities and the
man was taken to the hospital.
Moral of the story: celebrity Twitter accounts can save lives. The
most disturbing part is that they'll
probably make a movie about it.

-Rebecca Vasluianu

Upcoming
concerts
Dragonette

March 25
The Starlight

WLU Orchestra w ith KW
Youth Orchestra
March 27
Centre in the Square

I POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE
One smart career choice.
So many opportunities.
The Choice
The Global Busmess Management
program prepares YO\J for a wide range
of careers. Pursue a career in marketing,
finance. advertising, international trade,
retail. wholesale or supply chain
management, in domestic or
international businesses of any size.

An average refund with us is $1,000.
We get you an average of s1,000 on your tax refund,
so you can do more of what you want t o do. Get It Right."'
Student Tax Prep

S29gs

H&R BLOCK•

plus FREE SPC Card~

Click, call or come over.

I hrblock.ca I 800-HRBLOCK

© 2009 H&R Block Canada, Inc. •$29.95 valid for regular student tax preparation only.
Student tax preparation with Cash Back option is $34.95. To qualify for student pricing,
student must present either (i) a T2202a documenting 4 or more months of full-time
attendance at a college or university during 2009 or (ii) a valid high school identification
card. Expires July 31, 2010. Va lid only at participating H&R Block locations in Canada.

The Opportunities
Two years gives you the t ime to choose
the specific path that is right for you.
Two work placements allow you to
experience more than just one
option before you graduate.
Apply now for September 2010

Student Com posers

March 31
Maureen Forrester Recital
Hall

Clutch
Aprill
Elements Night Club

Hedley
April3
K1tchene r Auditorium

Craig Cardiff

April3
Maxwell's Music House

Tokyo Police Club
Apri[ 6
The Starlight

Jason Collett

April13
The Starlight

Crush Luther
Apri l 23
Maxwell's Music House

Barenaked Ladies with
Joel Plaskett

Apri l 26
Centre in the Square

Stars

May 6
The Starli ght
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DearLIFE
Dear Lifo is your opportunity to write a
letter to your lifo. allowing you to vent
your anger with lifo's littlefrustrations in
a completely publicforum. All submissions to Dear Lifo are anonymous, should
be no longer than 100 words and must be
addressed to your lifo. Submissions can be
sent to dearlifo@thecord.ca no later than
Monday at noon each week.
Dear life,
Why are there so many girls walking
around campus in shorts, tank tops
and flip flops? You're jumping the
gun on summer and look like an idiotto everyone else around you.
Sincerely,
Put On a Sweater
Dear Life,
Believe it or not, some people on
this campus are trying to WORK on
Laurier Day. Instead I'm so distracted that I'm writing this. I also doubt
the tour guides enjoy shouting over
the music.
Sincerely,
Can't Hear Myself Think
Dear life,
Don't complain about A-Team
events and the job they do.

Remember the team is a volunteer
committee, they have lives and are
in school. If there is confusion about
tickets deal with it, probably not the
biggest deal, and if it is a problem
man up and actually tell an A-Team-·
er to their face so it can be changed,
don'thide in The Cord so that nothing can be changed.
Sincerely,
Grow a Pair and Appreciate What
People Do FQr You
Dear Life,
In response to "Engaged at 16 and
Happy About It:' Some people don't
need to be engaged before you're
a legal adult to prove their love for
someone. Love isn't about others
assumptions, thoughts or feelings
towards your relationship.
Sincerely,
Don't Trip On Your Way Down the
Aisle
Dear life,
To the person who said putting
down religion is as bad as racism. People don't make unjustified
claims about the origins of the universe, fly planes into buildings or
slow down the progress of science

5

because of their race. Different races are not detrimental to society,
whereas religions want to have political influence because they have
"God" on their side.
Sincerely,
Wake Up and Smell Your Own
Ignorance
Dear Life,
I just wanted to thank Foot Patrol
for being the most mismanaged
WLUSU service. I am embarrassed
to be associated with it. The unprofessional manner in which it treats
its volunteers is reminiscent of a
brutal dictatorship. I feel that people should be aware of how it's run
internally so they can stay the hell
away from ever volunteering for it.
Sincerely,
Figure Out That We're
VOLUNTEERS
smile, not judge someone's personal
opinion on what should go into a
pita.
Sincerely,
Pilot Pita Sounds Good

Dear Life,
When I order my pita I only like
one topping inside. You'd think Pita
Shack employees would like the
simplicity but all I get are looks of
confusion and even some "REALLY?
Just one topping?" in an impolite
voice. They are paid to be polite and

Dear life,
Someone should tell the university
it's a really stupid waste of money

Housing

~~~~~t~~~~l

3 BEDROOM apartment for rentclose to university- Available September 2010- Call 905 509-3282
or e-mail gord010@sympatico.ca

RFOR $4 aucKS ..

AauRGER AND ABEE
ADD

fRIE~_FOR $2

,fl.DD VJ\1-iGS FOR $2

.

Tt-~IS

N

PREsENt
coupe
f.,iTIME oF ORDERING
•• OffER IJ()ES r<Oi

u~o~ti \ coupeNpERa~EpERSO"·
r~ES· )'loT"~~to tf
tr<C~uOE ~pPLI~

REPRODucED· so~

Oil

T~sFEREO·

(not to mention unsustainable)
to blast the heat so much I have
to open my window all winter, let
alone still have the heat up this high
in 16-degreeweather. Oh wait, they
already know and aren't doing any thing about it.
Sincerely,
Slowly Suffocating In My Office

Q4

Hoffaco Property Management
presents a new release of student
rental properties located close to
WLU. CLEAN, new or upgraded
DETACHED houses, townhouses,
apartments and true loft spaces.
Rentals available on many nearby
streets including Ezra. Marshall.
Hazel. and Lester. Rentals to suit
all group sizes from 1 to 13. /Vfany
start dates available. Please e-mail
wlu@hoffaco.com (preferred) or
phone 519-885-7910

-

Services
Used Books Wanted
for CFUW Book Sale. Friday, Saturday, April 23 and 24 2010. At First
United Church. King and William.
Drop off donations at church
(back door) Wednesday, April 21
and Thursday, April 22. For more
information. Please call 519-7405249. No Textbooks Please!

Summer jobs available at student publications

Keep checking_wlusp.Com for details
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and want to earn some money!
helping Laurier students to look and
see their best since 1995
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have good business skills
and be a team player.
Successful applicants 1 THE CORD
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LAUGH. CRY.
~ GET INSPIRED.
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2 55 King St. N. (King at University)
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Editor-in-Chief Laura Carlson • lcarlson@thecord.ca

Students must make
their voices heard
during arts cuts
Laurier's academic departments are facing budget
cuts across the board, with each faculty being asked
to make concessions moving into the next academic
year.
It is important that throughout all of these cuts, the
academic integrity of students' education is not compromised and the value of an honours degree is not
further eroded.
If, after four years, we want our degree to actually
mean something, s_tudents need to be vocal about
how we think the university should proceed with the
cuts, particularly in the arts department, where, as a
result of our larger budget, 1.5 per cent cuts are likely
going to have a much wider effect.
The arts department, in an attempt to pr~vent program or faculty losses, has proposed the implementation of an honours BA Arts degree, which will allow
students currently pursuing a general degree to be
classified as honours.
This change in classification will allow the university to receive more funding from.the government,
since honours students are funded at a greater rate
than those pursuing a general degree.
However, we must consider that honours degrees
today already have fewer requirements than they did
20 years ago.
For instance, undergrads are no longer required to
write an honours thesis, and seminar classes are significantly larger than they were in the past.
. The current financial trends suggest that this erosion of specialized degree requirements is only going
to continue, which will further reduce the value of an
honours degree.
Laurier is asking every faculty to make cuts over
the next two years; this has left both students and
staff worried about the effects the cuts will have on
their education and jobs. ·
If students want to protect the reputation of their
degree, it is imperative they express their concerns
directly to university administration, letting them ·
know that they will not be satisfied with cuts that will
further devalue their education.
·
Degree changes, such as an honours BA Arts degree, do not only affect those who may .enroll in the
program, but also those who graduate this year, the
next or even five years down the road when one is
looking for a job.
More universities pumping out more students with
honours degrees will only make it more difficult to
find work.
This will be especially frustrating because not all
of these graduates will be as qualified as their diplomastates.
There is no time to sit around and think about
what we wish would happen - changes are occurringnow.
The next arts council meeting is on April9; at
this time, a decision will have to be made as to what
changes to implement for next year.
Either an honours BA Arts degree will be put to
vote, pass and move on to academic_senate, or else
a decision will have to be made to cut faculty or
programs.
This meeting is a chance for students to speak with
administration and let everyone know how we feel.
Now is the time to voice what you believe, because
your education and future are at stake.
The administration cannot in their right mind
make thes~ drastic changes if the student body
stands up for the integrity of their degrees and
against the honours degree mill that has become increasingly commonplace.
However, without the support of the Laurier student body, the administration will decide not only the
fate of today's honours student, but they will secure
an unsure future for graduates in the years to come.
./

-The Cord Editorial Board

This unsigned editorial is based offinfonnal discussions
and then agreed upon by the majority ofThe Cord's editorial board, which consists of14 senior Cord staffincluding
the Editor-in-Chiefand Opinion Editor. The arguments
made may reference anyfocts that have been made available
through interviews, documents or other sources. The views
presented do not necessarily reflect those ofThe Cord's volunteers, staffor WLUSP.

The Cord is published by
Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications.
Contact Bryn Ossington, WLUSP President and CEO
75 University Ave.W, Waterloo ON N2L 3CS
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Laurier's varsity athletes
need more student sUpport
JUSTIN FAUTEUX
SPORTS EDITOR

After spending two years in the
sports section of this newspaper, first as a writer and then as the
sports editor, I've attended more
Golden Hawks varsity sports games
than I can count. But what never
ceases to amaze me is the lack of
support that these teams get from
Laurier students.
Whether it's hockey, basketball,
s"occer or even football, at almost every game l'v~ attended the stands are
half empty and the majority of the
people filling the seats are the families of the players.
These athletes have devoted their
lives to their sport and have worked
their way to an elite level of competition, yet the majority of the student
body can't be bothered to take a few
hours out of their day to show some
support.
_
Laurier is home to some of the
top teams in Canada, but no matter
how successful a team is, most ofthe
school's approximately 12,000 students just don't care.
Take, for example, the Golden
Hawks women's hockey team. This
year they finished 26-o-1, not losirig

a single game until the final day of
the regular season. They went on
to sweep the Windsor Lancers and
the Guelph Gryphons, winning their
seventh consecutive Ontario University Athletics (OUA) championship.
Yet on average, they only played in
front of 117 fans, with their seasonhigh attendance being 209.
·
Even the men's football teamwhich tends to be the most popular
team on campus - finished second
in the OUA this year.
The :verage attendance at the
Hawks' football games this season
was just 2911, with only 1334 fans
corning out to watch their upset win
over the Gaels.
I know that "school spirit", or even
watching sports, isn't for everyone,
but it's hard to believe that there are
not more than 200 students at Laurier who would enjoy a hockey game.
The common argument made by
sports fans that ignore Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS) is that the
abilities of Canada's student athletes
are pathetic.
Some believe that pretty much .
anyone could play at the varsity level
in Canada, and that if an athlete did
have some "real talent" they would
have gone to the U.S.
While I have no way of quantifying my disagreement through stats
or numbers, the quality of competition in the CIS is very high.
Almost every game is an entertaining, well-played exhibition of
athletic ability. I'm not going to
J 1."}.\,

l.:: \ - •\ t .I lt."'YJ

)

.I

.J

l'}

When else will you
get the chance to have
unlimited access to
eli~e-level sports

without having to pay a
cent?

argue that CIS sports are in some
way better than college sports in the
U.S., butthere's not as much of a gap
as people think.
The talent showcased in interuniversity north of the border will
pleasantly surprise any sports fan
and for Laurier students it's almost
always free.
With the exception of football
games -which are only $5 for students - anyone with a OneCard gets
free entry into Golden Hawks sportingevents.
When else will you get the chance
to have unlimited access to elitelevel sports without having to pay a
cent?
To me, that sounds like every
sports fan's dream, and more people
need to take advantage of this rare
opportunity.
1

.J

1

., '

,

.J.. ...

,J •- , . '

... ~· •

'

,

" ' .~ ..

"

,

...

The Cord • Wednesday, March 24. 2010

•

17

THE FORUM
Opinion Editor Kimberly Elworthy • kelworthy@thecord.ca

Letters to the Editor
Relig!on a.lready present
at u mverslty
Re: "Principled pluralism is needed today"
March 17

NICK LACHANCE FILE PHOTO

Homeless campaign ironic
If the School of Business
& Economics at
Laurier would like to
end homelessness, it
should stop graduating
capitalist peons
who promote an
omnicidal system of
mass exploitation and
destruction.
- Dr. Michael Truscello,
Assistant Professor

I am writing in regards to the Five
Days for the Homeless Campaign
currently taking place outside the
Terrace. As a struggling student, I
was appalled this afternoon when
I was heckled by volunteers representing the charity. While passing by in conversation with several
friends the volunteers asked if we
would like to make a donation, but
without giving us the opportunity to
respond we were quickly told to have
a nice day wherein sarcastic comments of our attire followed.
I am disappointed in the integrity
of this campaign. Making judgmental assumptions about other people's
character, financial position and
past experiences with charity is inappropriate and insulting.
Such disrespectful approaches
not only diminish the image of our
school's organizations, but they dissuade people from contributing to
the causes they support.
-Justin Amaral

Brian Bork seriously does notunderstand the concept of separation
of church and state.
Freedom of religion also means
freedom from religion.
You do not have the rightto push
your religious beliefs from the platform of a public institution. I know
he works at a university, but I'm beginning to wonder if he has ever attended one. His entire argument is
basically a false equivocation of secularism with state atheism. Secularism is not even close to becoming a
"hegemonic force against religious
points of view:·
It is merely the concept that religion should be separate from the
state, which is one of the foundations of modern democracy.
And only through secularism is
freedom of religion even possible in
the first place.
I also do not appreciate being indirectly accused of hiding behind a
veil of secularism even if that accusation made sense in the first place.
With all his talk about pluralism it
is quite ironic that he is actually the
one who is trying to justi(y his religion's hegemony over the Chaplain's
Office.
-Andrew Chai
I would like to say that in the last
issue of The Cord, our university's
chaplain did a great injustice to every course that touches on ethics
and human rights at this university.
I doubt he's even been in one for
quite some time. If he would have,
he would see that the questions of
"what is best?" and "what is good?"
are being addressed rather well
without an appeal to a metaphysical
authority.
As for the rest of his article, I
think he hit the religious oppression
button prematurely.

Whilepeopleshouldnothide
their deepest beliefs, and his call for
more religious dialogue on campus
should be answered, I find it ironic
that the only group (as far as I know)
that has been pushing for a multifaith discussion for quite some time
is the Laurier Freethought Alliance,
the one club on campus promoting
the chaplain's much-dreaded secularism. As far as I've heard, they
have been unsuccessful.
-Anatolijs Venovcevs

Death is a struggle to
overcome
Re: "Five stages ofgrief" March 17
I just wanted to say thanks for publishing the article "The five stages of
grief.' A friend of mine committed
suicide last year in April, and after
that I could not function.
I didn't write my exams in April
'o8, and fall semester this year {secondyear) I failed some courses.
Back in December I was so anxious and stressed about school and
exams that I couldn't eat anything.
I pushed everybody away and felt
like I had absolutely no support system. This Janurary, I've finally started getting some help.
The anti-depressants help a little bit; I feel some emotion again,
sometimes, but for a long, long time
I stopped feeling anything.
It's been almost a year and it's not
really any better. Some days it is, but
then other days I feel like I'm right
back at square one.
He's on my mind literally, every
second of the day, and I dread the
week of the nth in April. My heart
practically stops when I think about
it. It will have been one year.
Everyday when I wakeup I wonder the exact same things. And how
in a building of 326 students, a boy
my age felt like he couldn't reach out
to any of us for help.
-Anonymous

Errors in Armenian
genocide article
Re: "The Politicization ofa country's historical events" March 17
I want to thank Amalia Biro for covering the recent recognition of the
Armenian genocide by the Swedish
parliament.
However, the article claims that
the massacres were not previously labelled. In actuality, the term
"genocide" was coined in 1944 specifically to describe the attempted
extermination of the Armenians in
World War I and the Jews in World
War II.
Secondly, the article claims that
Canada and Sweden are following
the lead of the United States in officially recognizing the genocide, but
in this case it was Canada who was
the leader.
Today, Turkey is threatening to
deny the U.S. access to the Incirlik
air base, which is an important hub
servicing military missions in Afghanistan and Iraq.
They also have a habit of recalling their ambassador immediately
after a genocide recognition bill is
passed. The tide is turning, though.
There is a desire on behalf of both
Turkey's intellectual community
and grassroots activists in the West
to put an end to the genocide denial
that is tainting Turkey's current human rights record.
April24 will mark 95 years since
the genocide was carried out in
1915 and only a handful of survivors
remain.
- Nazeeg Haneshian
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Letter policy
Letters must not exceed 2 50 words. Include yourfoil name and telephone number. Letters must be received by u:oo
p.m. noon Monday via e-mail to letters@
thecord.ca. The Cord reserves the right to
editfor length and clarity or to reject any
letter.

Mental disorders left to the margins
DON MORGENSON
letters@ thecord .ca

More than 2.6 million Canadians
with mental illness have suffered
quietly, shamed into reticence by
the stigma associated with their
condition.
Almost half of these people will
not seek care.
Lives are lost through suicide Canada has the third-highest suicide rate in the industrialized world
for the age group 15 through 24
years - and millions of Canadians
suffer from depression.
The hardest hit are teens and
young adults.
Complicating such problems is
the fact that mental disorders have
been neglected by public health
practitioners and are widely ignored
in the collective mind of the public.
As a result, health professionals
and society at large have tended to
minimize issues of mental illness.
Mental disorders never make the
top 10 public health concerns, yet
they should be confronted rather

than relegated to the margins of
public health concerns.
Disability Adjusted Life Years, or
DALYs, are years oflife lost because
of premature death or years lived
with disability.
The burden, in other words, is
determined by taking into account
mortality as well as suffering. One
DALY is one lost year of healthy life.
When DALYs are included in health
indices, mental disorders ranked almost as high as cardiovascular and
respiratory disorders and surpassed
all types of cancer.
The Global Burden of Disease,
determined by the World Health
Organization, reports that the suffering caused by major depression is
equivalent to that caused by blindness or paraplegia; the disability
caused by schizophrenia is estimated to be somewhere between paraplegia and quadriplegia.
Depressive disorders, as a single
category, was the leading cause of
suffering worldwide.
Recent research addressing the
indivisible unity of mind and body
indicates that various mental disorders such as depression and insomnia pose significant risks for developing physical problems such as
coronary heart disease.
Given these facts, what must be
done? Diagnosis is an appropriate place to begin. Modern brain

imaging reveals that in some psychological disorders, neural circuits
responsible for moods, thought,
sleep and appetite fail to function
properly and in other cases, critical
neurotransmitters such as serotonin
are severely impaired.
Studies in behaviour genetics indicate that vulnerability to some
mental disorders results, in part,
from the combined influence of
multiple genes and environmental
factors.
Research into one's environment
suggests that some psycho-social
factors, such as unemployment and
poverty contribute to some psychological difficulties.
It is essential to make mental
health issues mainstream and bring
them into various forms of public
health research.
Mental illnesses are a major part
of the global burden of diseases.
People with mental disorders experience significant suffering, severely
limiting their functioning at the
physical, personal and social levels.
Such suffering leads to a poorer
quality oflife and their families and
communities are greatly affected.
The need to address such a global
problem is urgent and means addressing such issues now.
Only then can we limit the
amount of suffering faced by future
generations.

.......

MAYA UEMURA CORD GRAPHICS
Those suffering with mental illness are plagued with a lack of
community support due to little education about mental health.
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Students need the
freedom to think
NICK LACHANCE PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER

At university, there is a guise of free, open thought. In classes dominated by left-wing rhetoric, students may be discouraged from contributing their own thoughts.

DEVON BUTLER
letters@.thecord ca

I like to imagine a time in history
when universities were filled with
the opportunity for bright, eager
minds to challenge authority, engage in debate and develop unique
theories.
Unfortunately, what I see now is
that the expectations of the modem

academic world have made this
type of behaviour quite rare - in the
classroom, most students adhere to
the popular opinion.
While there are many passionate
students who are always willing to
speak their mind, I fear that critical
thinking is becoming increasingly
obsolete among the general student
population.
It's difficult not to get swayed by
the group mentality, and unfortunately most students cave into playing it safe.
There is the rare occasion when a
brave student will play devil's advocate, but most remain apprehensive
to personal opinions that may go

against the grain.
It seems that we've become conditioned by this restricting environment and we forget to think for
ourselves.
A successful education at university is sometimes referred to as
playing the "game", as at times students feel the need to tailor one's
thoughts to match that of the professors who have the power to give
them a passing grade.
At times it even seems that original thought on academic papers is
unimaginable, when too often sidenote scribbles saying "cite this information" are found when you develop a theory ofyour own.

The art of essay-writing has
boiled down to a simplistic equation
ofhow well you can use academic
articles and opinions to prove an
obvious point.
Though this is a staple for undergrad arts courses, using another
person's evidence to reinforce a thesis is becoming redundant.
In-depth analysis, which most often reflects what a student has truly
learned, too often gets overlooked.
As studentswhopayforoureducation, we need to realize we should
feel comfortable objecting to what
we believe is wrong and contributing to our learning.

,
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live well + learn well
APPLY TODAY

For over 150 years. Niagara University
has offered outstanding educational
opportunities to students from Canada
and the United States. Today you can find
bachelor's or master's degree programs
at our Canadian or New York locations.

Bachelor of Teacher Education

OPEN HOUSE
April17, 2009
Niagara University
Campus
Lewiston, NY
Academic Complex
9:30 am - 12:30 pm

• Programs in Primary/Junior and
Intermediate/Senior
• Accredited by the Ontario College of Teachers
• Convenient on-site classes in the Greater Toronto Area

Master of Teacher Education
• Programs in Primary/Junior and Intermediate/Senior
• NCATE-accredited
• Convenient U.S. location across the Lewiston-Oueenston Bridge

Check it outl Call1.800.462.2111 or visit niagara.edu/advance today.

NIAGARA.lJNIVERSilY
Education That Makes

a Difference

College of Education
Academic Complex
Niagara University, NY 14109
1-BOQ-778-3450
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Former Hawk to
play for Western
TIEJA MACLAUGHLIN
STAFF WRITER

Laurier alumnus and former Golden
Hawk quarterback Ian Noble will
be making his return to the football field next season; however this
time he won't be wearing purple and
gold.
The history and political science
major, who graduated last year,
has been named to the roster of the
Hawks' bitter rivals, the Western
Mustangs.
"I thought this was a great opportunity for me to go to school and
play ball again;' said Noble, who will
be attending Western's prestigious
School of Law.
"I still have two years of eligibility left, and this just seemed like the
right fit for me."
Western has been responsible for
knocking the Golden Hawks out of
the playoffs the past two seasons,
remaining undefeated against them
in regular season action.
The last time Noble played in
game action was in the 2008 Ontario University Athletics (OUA) semifinals, where the Mustangs defeated
the Hawks 36-28 to end the purple
and gold's season. In that game,

Noble came off the bench with the
Hawks down 33-7 and led three
touchdown-scoring drives to spawn
a comeback bid that fell just short.
Despite his almost two-year hiatus from football, Noble maintains
that he has stayed healthy and in
good shape. He will also be training extremely hard to earn what he
hopes will be a starting position
with the Mustangs, who find themselves thin at quarterback after the
graduation of Michael Faulds, who
claimed the Canadian Interuniversity Sport (CIS) record for career
passing yards last season.
"I will have to earn my spot on the
team," said Noble. "[Western] has
many talented quarterbacks, but my
advantage comes with being more
experienced:'
The only quarterback currently
on the Mustangs' roster who has
any experience is second -year Donnie Marshall- the son of head
coach Greg Marshall- who has only
played sparingly, backing-up Faulds
for the past two seasons.
Laurier head coach and manager
of football operations Gary Jeffries
is supportive of his former quarterback's pursuits in both academics
and athletics.
"If that works out school-wise

RYAN STEWART FILE PHOTO

lan Noble (7) eludes a York d efender during t he 2008 season, his fina l year as a Golden Hawk.

with his program then that's great;'
said Jeffries. "And if he gets an opportunity to play football at the
same time, then that's even better."
Noble will be moving from his
West Vancouver home to London
in June to begin training camp. The
Golden Hawks and Mustangs will

not be playing any regular season
games against each other in the
2010 season, so their first potential
match-up will be in the playoffs.
"You can't help but be happy for
him," said Jeffries.
"He's a really good kid and we're
happy for him:'

Laurier career
Passing yards: 2396
Passing TDs: 17
Rushing yards: 329
- Academic all-Canadian (2008)
- OUA athlete of the week (2007)
-Played in East-West Bowl (2008)

Top seeds stumble as March Madness begins
JAMES CHOLERAS
STAFF WRITER

What a weekend. There were upsets, overtime games and enough
buzzer beaters to give animated CBS
broadcaster Gus Johnson a heart attack. Here are some highlights, lowlights and a few predictions going
forward.
Highlights
There are 11 different conferences
being represented in the Sweet 16.
Usually when people badmouth college basketball, they talk about the
disparity between the bigger schools
and the mid-majors, saying that the
latter can't compete. Ask Georgetown, Vanderbilt, Villanova, Wisconsin and Kansas if the mid-majors can compete.
The amount of buzzer-beating

shots over the weekend was unreal.
Danero Thomas hit a 15-foot shot
as time expired for Murray State to
knock off Vanderbilt. Chris Kramer
of Purdue hit a lay-up with no time
left to send Purdue to the Sweet 16.
Korie Lucious hit a three-pointer as
time expired for Michigan State to
knock off Maryland and Washington Huskies forward Quincy Pondexter hit a bank shot with 1.7 seconds left to eliminate Marquette.
Big shots were falling left and right
as almost every game came down to
the last few minutes.
Lowlights
Just like in the NBA, the officiating
in the NCAA is awful. There were a
lot of bad calls and a lot of non-calls
that cost teams games. First there
were the phantom calls in the Villanova-Robert Morris game as every
time Villanova's Scottie Reynolds

touched the ball the whistle blew.
This allowed Villanova to get back
in the game and eventually win it at
the free-throw line. Then there was
the lane violation call in the final2o
seconds of the Michigan State-New
Mexico State game that allowed
MSU to increase their lead to three
points, forcing New Mexico State to
go for a three-pointer instead of a
two. Overall, it was poor refereeing.
The upsets. Not because the mid
majors won -I'm fine with that- but
a lot of these big schools have really
talented players that fans won't get
to see because their teams are out.
Sheron Collins of Kansas, Reynolds of Villanova, Greg Monroe of
Georgetown and Damion James of
Texas are just a few of the incredibly
talented players that were eliminated in the first two rounds.
Of all the insanely close games
that came down to the wire, Gus

waterloo@dmsproperty.com

Johnson got none of them. He is
the most exciting commentator in
sports, and all the games he covered
were blowouts or were never close at
the end. The fact that he didn't cover
a single game on Friday is mindboggling. We were all robbed.

Predictions
I might not be the most qualified
person to be giving predictions since
my bracket has pretty much been
destroyed (thanks Georgetown, Villanova and Kansas) but here are
some teams to look out for.
Pick to Win it All: Kentucky
Now that Kansas is gone, it's Kentucky's tournament to lose. They
have the most talent of any team remaining and they can play either a
half-court style grind -it-out game
or they can push the pace and win
with their athleticism.

Cinderella Most Likely to Keep on
Dancing: Northern Iowa
The Panthers got lucky that their
next opponent (MSU) is likely going
to be without their best player Kalin Lucas, who is out with an ankle
injury.
They already knocked out the
number one overall seed in the
tournament when they beat Kansas 69-67; and senior guard Ali
Farokhmanesh has hit some monster shots and has been the most
clutch player through two rounds.
NI is also the second-best defensive team in the NCAA holding
opponents to just 54.8 points per
game.
As long as they stay focused and
don't buy into their own hype, the
Panthers should keep rolling all the
way to the Elite Eight and maybe
further.

Contact OMS Property Management Ud.for additional info on all 3properties.
316~stN.Unit10. Phone:519-954·0836. Fax:519·208-0413
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Varsity sports winter review
The Cord Sports staff grades the Laurier teams that completed their season in the second semester
Women's Hockey A

Women's Curling A·

Dominant, powerful, extraordinary
- all of these traits are synonymous
with Laurier's women's hockey
team.
The Hawks continued their streak
of impressive seasons this year,
winning their seventh-straight provincial championship.
The team finished with an overall record of 26-o-1 for a total of 53
points in the regular season, scoring 98 goals in 27 games (the most
in the league) and only allowing 23
(the least in the league).
Along with the Ontario University Athletics (OUA) championship
trophy, the team managed to capture
the bronze medal at the Canadian
Interuniversity Sport (CIS) finals.
Liz Knox deserves additional
praise for being named the CIS player of the Year. The Laurier goaltending sensation led the nation in every
goaltending category and set numerous OUA records.

After two straight years of national
gold medals, there were a few question marks surrounding Laurier's
women's curling team heading into
the 2009-10 season.
A new head coach Gary Crossley was looking to lead a group of
girls who had lost their skip, Hollie
Nicol, and others to graduation last
year.
Crossley and the Golden Hawks
answered those questions in a
big way, claiming the OUA silver
and winning their third- straight
medal, a bronze, at the national
championship.
Skip Danielle Inglis and vice Sarah Wilkes were also named secondteam all-Canadians.

-Kevin Campbell

YUSUF KIDWAI FILE PHOTO

-Chris Paola

The women's hockey team was once again Laurier's most successful squad, winning their seventh
consecutive OUA title and then claiming the bronze medal at the CIS championship.

Men's Basketball C+

Men's Curling C+

Men's Hockey C

The Golden Hawks' men's basketball team featured a youth movement in 2009-10 with rookie Maxwell Allin headlining a crop of future
stars for Laurier.
Meanwhile, team captain Jesse
MacDonald finished his career at
Laurier with a superb season to end
his career.
The Hawks improved on their
2008-09 season, finishing with a
10-12 record and a first-round playoff upset of the Western Mustangs
to earn a spot in the OUA quarterfinals, in which they were ousted by
the eventual gold-medal finalists,
Windsor.

Coming off an OUA silver medal in
2008-09, Laurier's men's curling
team took a few steps backwards
this season, finishing with a 4-5 record, and failing to advance to the
provincial championship.
Despite the disappointing regular
season, the Hawks ended up making
the CIS finals after other teams declined to participate.
At the national championship, the
purple and gold finished with a 2-4
record, not making it out of group
play.
Although he did not compete in
the CIS championship, third-year
Matt Mapletoft enjoyed considerable success on a personal level,
representing Canada at the World
Junior Curling Championship in
Films, Switzerland.

The additions of rookies like Kyle
Van De Bospoort and Mike Gauthier
to the line-up signaled a new era
of tough physicality for the Golden
Hawks men's hockey team this year.
However, due to a lack of timely scoring, this new system did
not bear immediate fruit, with the
Hawks falling in the first round of
the playoffs.
Paul Bradley, picked up from Royal Military College to play his last
season, was remarkable leading the
Hawks with 42 points, while team
captain Jean-Michel Rizk had a
solid season with 32 points, but his
performance was down from his 51
point campaign in 2008-09.
In net, the Hawks were inconsistent as the tandem of veteran
Jeff MacDougald and rookie Ryan
Daniels finished the year with unremarkable stats and were not always
strong enough to compensate for an
inexperienced defence corps.
What really pushed the Hawks
down to this grade was their inability to garner wins against serious
OUA Western Conference opposition, and the shocking first-round
playoff defeat at the hands of the
upstart Guelph Gryphons.

-Kevin Campbell

-Justin Fauteux

-Jamie Neugebauer

KENNETH LEUNG FILE PHOTO

The men's basketball team had their most successful season since
2005-06, making it to the OUA West division semi-finals.

Women's Basketball C

Men's Volleyball D+

Women's Volleyball D-

The Laurier women's basketball
team had a tough season, finishing
10-12, which was good enough for
fifth place in the competitive West
division of the OUA.
Fourth-year guard Renata Adamczyk was once again named an OUA
West division first team all- star, as
well as OUA West defensive player
of the year for the second year in a
row.
The first round playoff loss to
Lakehead was especially bitter due
to how close the game was and
a season split earlier in the year,
which showed that the Hawks were
able to beat the Thunderwolves who
had not won a playoff game in 11
years until they defeated Laurier.
Coach Paul Falco and the Hawks
should be better next year, as they
have a promising young core returning. Despite losing some veteran leadership the Golden Hawks
should be able to improve on this
team's disappointing finish to what
was a promising season.

It was a tough season for the men's
volleyball team as they finished with
a 9-11 record in conference play and
just barely missed out on making
the playoffs.
The Hawks were hurt by a lack
of consistency (at one point they
lost five in a row and then won four
straight) and an inexperienced roster that features no fourth or fifthyear players.
The late surge of success should
give the team some hope moving
forward and some promise for a
better overall result next year.

The Laurier women's volleyball
team had anything but a successful
2009-10 season.
The squad finished with an unsatisfactory 6-13 record - 29-43 on
sets played- for sixth place in the
OUA West. Starting the year off in
mediocre fashion, the girls soon fell
apart and continued to falter for the
remainder of the season.
Only one member of the team
made a name for herself at the OUA
and CIS levels; rookie Julie Gordon
was named a second team OUA AllStar, OUA west Rookie of the Year,
and a CIS all-rookie team member.
As a team, the Hawks committed
the highest number of errors of any
OUA West team with 443·
The girls will have to get back to
the basics if they hope to make any
improvements for next season.

-Chris Mander

-James Choleras

- Tieja MacLaughlin
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2009-10 was a season to forget for both of Laurier's volleyball
teams, as neither managed to make the playoffs.

